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ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 


Issued from the Adjutanl-General’s Office for the week ending 
March 18, 1872. 


Tuesday, March 12. 


On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon Henry McElderry will report in person 
to the superintendent General Recruiting Service New 
York city to accompany the first detachment of recruits 
sent to the Pacific coast, and, upon his arrival there, 
will proceed to headquarters Department of the Colum- 
bia, and report to the commanding general of that de- 
partment for assignment to duty. 

Leave of absence for six months is hereby granted As- 
sistant Surgeon Morris J. Asch. 

Captain John J. Coppinger, Twenty-third Infantry, 
will report in person to the superintendent General Re- 
cruiting Service New York city to accompany a detach- 
ment of recruits to be sent to the Twenty-first Infantry 
on the 1st proximo. On the completion uf this duty 
Captain Coppinger will join his proper station. 

A board of officers, to consist of Captain James Mc- 
Millan, Third Artillery, Captain Charles T. Dickey, 
Twenty-second Infantry, and Assistant Surgeon John 8. 
Billings, will assemble in this city on the 16th instant, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, to examine into and 
report upon the qualifications of such persons as may 
be brought before it for appointment as superintendents 
of national cemeteries. The applicants must fulffll the 
conditions prescribed in General Orders No. 64, of 1867, 
from this office. The {junior member of the board will 
act as recorder. 

Paragraph 3, Special Orders No. 56, March 6, 1872, 
from this office, granting First Lieutenant John H. 
Weeden, Corps of Engineers, sixty days’ leave of ab- 
sence, is hereby amended to grant said leave on surgeon’s 
certificate of disability. 

Leave of absence for six months is hereby granted the 
following-named officers: First Lieutenant John L. 
Tiernin, Third Artillery ; Second Lieutenant George S. 
Wilson, Twelfth Infantry. 

The commanding ofticer Department of the Gulf will 
grant a furlough for ninety days, with permission to go 
beyond sea, to Sergeant Henry Beddigs, Company G, 
Nineteenth Infantty, now with his command. 

Wednesday, March 13. 


Recruit William P. Peterman, General Service U. S. 
Army, now at Fort Columbus, New York harbor, will 
be discharged the service of the United States upon the 
receipt of this order at the place where he may be serv- 
ing. This soldier is entitled to pay, ete., only under 
— 1,371, revised U. 8. Army Regulations of 
1863. 

Private Mortimer } Moris, Company E, Tenth Infan- 
try, now with his command, will be discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States upon the receipt of this order 
at the place where he may te serving. This soldier is 
entitled to pay, etc., only under paragraph 1,371, re- 
vised U. 8. Army Regulations of 1862. 

Leave of absence for six months, with permission to 
go beyond sea, is hereby granted the following-named 
officers: First Lieutenant John L. Johnston, Twenty- 
first Infantry; First Lieutenant F. W. Thibaut, Sixth 
Infantry. 

First Lieutenant Palmer G. Wood, Twelfth Infantry, 
is hereby granted leave of absence until expiration of 
his sentence of suspension of rank, published in General 
on Orders No. 1, January 16, 1872, from this 
office. 

Leave of absence for one®year, with permission to go 
beyond sea, is hereby granted Captain Charles E. Morse, 
Sixteenth Infantry. 

The resignation of Second Lieutenant John J. Lam- 
bert, Fifth Infantry, has been accepted by the President, 
to take effect March 31, 1872. 

_On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, As- 
sistant Surgeon Joseph H. T. King is relieved from 
duty in the Department of Dakota, and will report to 
the commanding general Department of the Platte for 
assignment to duty. 


Thursday, March 14. 


The following officers will report in person to the su- 
perintendent General Recruiting Service, New York city, 
to accompany a detachment of recruits to be sent to the 
Twenty-first Infantry on the 1st proximo. On comple- 
tion of this duty the officers named will join their proper 
stations: First Lieutenant Charles Bird, Twenty-third 
Infantry ; First Lieutenant Charles P. Eagan, Twelfth 
Infantry. 

On the recommendation of the Surgeon-General, the 
following changes in the stations and duties of officers of 
the Medical Department are hereby made: Surgeon L. 
A. Edwards is relieved from duty in the Department of 
Texas, and will proceed to Philadelphia, Penn., report- 
ing by letter, upon his arrival there, to the Surgeon-Gen- 
eral. Surgeon John F. Hammond will report in person 
to the commanding general Department of Texas for 
duty as medical director of that department, 











The leave of absence granted First Lieutenant C. 8. 
Roberts, Seventeenth Infantry, in Special Orders No. 
249, June 24, 1871, from this office, is hereby extended 
thirty days. 

The following named enlisted men will be discharged 
the service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the places where they may be serving: Private 
Edward Graff, Company A, Sixteenth Infantry; Recruit 
James C. Burns, Mounted Service U. 8. Army, St. Louis 
Depot, Missouri. Recruit Sanford Raymond, (colored), 
Mounted Service U. 8. Army, St. Louis Depot, Mis- 
souri, 

Private John B. Lee, alias Charles Ross, Company D, 
Eighth Cavalry, now with his command, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be serving. 
This soldier is not entitled to travel pay. 

Private John J. Bell, Mounted Service U. 8. Army, 
now at Caslisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the receipt 
of this order at the place where he may be serviug. This 
soldier is. not entitled to travel pay. 

Sergeant Jerome Clark, Company K, Fourth Infantry, 
having completed the duty assigned him by Special Or- 
ders No. 18, March 12, 1872, from headquarters Post of 
Frankfort, Kentucky, will return to his station at Frank- 
fort without unnecessary delay. The Quartermaster’s 
Department will furnish the necessary transportation 
and the Subsistence Department commutation of rations 
at the usual rates. 

The superintendent General Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward by April 1, 1872, one hundred re- 
cruits to San Francisco, Cal., where they will be report- 
ed, upon arrival, to the commanding general Military 
Division of the Pacific for assignment to the Twenty- 
first Infantry. The Quartermaster’s Department will 
furnish the necessary transportation. 


Friday, March 15. 

Sergeant Freidolin Schaub and Private James Ryan, 
Battery K, Second Artillery, having completed the duty 
assigned them by Special Orders No. 36, March 14, 1872, 
from headquarters Artillery School, Fort Monroe, Vir- 
ginia, will return to their staticn at Fort Monroe with- 
out unnecessary delay. The Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment will furnish the necessary transportation. 

Sergeant Francis Ritchie, Company C, Eighteenth In- 
fantry, having completed the duty assigned him by Spe- 
cial Orders No. 32, March 11, 1872, from headquarters 
Post of Yorkville, South Carolina, will return to his sta- 
tion at Yorkville, with permission to delay ten days en 
route. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. 

Private Frank O’Mailey, Company C, Fifth Cavalry, 
now on detached service at Fort D. A. Russell, Wyom- 
ing Territory, will be discharged the service of the Uni- 
ted States upon the receipt of this order at the place 
where he may be serving. This soldier is not entitled 
to travel pay. 

[No Special Orders were issued from the Adjutant- 
General’s Office on Saturday the 16th instant. | 


Monday, March 18. 


The following transfers are made of officers of artil- 
lery, under the provisions of paragraph 6 of General 
Orders No. 99, of November 138, 1867, from this office, 
establishing the Artillery School at Fort Monroe, Vir- 
ginia. The officers of the new detail will report for 
duty at Fort Monroe, Virginia, May 1, 1872, when those 
to be relieved will be ordered to join their new com- 
panies: 

First Artillery—First Lieutenant Richard G. Shaw, 
from Battery D to Battery G, vice First Lieutenant John 
C. White, from Battery G to Battery D, to be relieved ; 
First Lieutenant Daniel D. Wheeler, from Battery M to 
Battery G, vice First Lieutenant James M. Ingalls, 
from Battery G to Battery M, to be relieved; Second 
Lieutenant Allyn Capron, from Battery D to Battery G, 
vice {Second Lieutenant James E. Bell, from Battery G 
to Battery D, to be relieved; Second Lieutenant Gil- 
bert P. Cotton, from Battery L. to Battery G, vice Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Henry W. Hubbell, Jr., from Battery G 
to Battery L, to be relieved. 

Second Artillery—Firat Lieutenant James L. Mast, 
from battery G to Battery K, vice First Lieutenant 
Thomas D. Maurice, from Battery K to Battery G, to 
be relieved; First Lieutenant Rene E. DeRussy, from 
Battery D to Battery K, vice First Lieutenant Eli L. 
Huggins, from Battery K to Battery D, to be relieved; 
Second Lieutenant John A. Campbell, from Battery G 
to Battery K, vice Second Lieutenant Edwin S. Curtis, 
from Battery f/K to Battery G, to be relieved; Second 
Lieutenant John H. Gifford, from Battery H to Battery 
K, vice Second Lieutenant Barnet Wager, from Battery 
K to Battery H, to be relieved. 

Third Artillery—First Lieutenant William A. Kobbe, 
Jr., from Battery I to Battery A, vice First j Lieutenant 
James Chester, from Battery A to Battery I, to be re- 
lieved ; First Lieutenant‘Frank W. Hess, from Battery 
G to Battery A, vice First Lieutenant James B. Buar- 
bank, from Battery A toBBattery G, to be relieved; 
Second Lieutenant John D. C. Hoskins, from Battery I 
to Battery A, vice Second Lieutenant Asa T. Abbott, 
from Battery A to Battery I, to be relieved; Second 
Lieutenant Clarence A. Postley, trom Battery H to Bat- 
tery A, vice Second Lieutenant Charles Sellmer, from 
Battery A to Battery H, to be relieved. 

Fourth Artillery—First Lieutenant Arthur Morris, 
from Battery E to Battery I, vice First Lieutenant 
Richard P. Strong, from Battery I to Battery E, to be 
relieved; First Lieutenant George W. Sheldon, from 
Battery C to Battery I, vice First Lieutenant Edward P, 
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Newkirk, from Battery I to Battery C, to be relieved ; 
Second Lieutenant Walter Howe, from Battery L to 
Battery I, vice Second Lieutenant John Simpson, frem 
Battery I to Battery L, to be relieved; Second Lieu- 
tenant William Everett, from Battery M to Battery I. 

Fifth Artillery—First Lieutenant Joshua A. Fessen- 
den, from Battery B to Battery C, vice First Lieuten- 
ant Charles C. McConnell, from Battery C to Battery B, 
to be relieved; First Lieutenant Joseph Keeffe, from 
Battery G to Battery O, vice First Lieutenant George 
W. Crabb, from Battery C to Battery G, to be relieved ; 
Second Lieutenant Loyall Farragut, from Battery M to 
Battery C, vice Second Lieutenant David 8S, Denison, 
from Battery C to Battery K, to be relieved; Second 
Lieutenant Eric Bergland, from Battery I to Battery C, 
vice Second Lieutenant Alexander L. Morton, from 
Battery C to Battery I, to be relieved. 

The superintendent Mounted Recruiting Service will 
prepare and forward, under proper charge, the following 
detachments of recruits: First, one hundred to Fort 
Riley, Kansas, where they will be reperted, upon ar- 
rival, to to the commanding officer Sixth Cavalry for 
assignment to his regiment; second, one hundred ‘to 
Kit Carson, Colorado Territory (via Kansas City, Mis- 
souri), where they will be reported, upon arrival, to the 
commanding general Department of the Missouri, for 
assignment to the Eighth Cavalry. The commanding 
general Department of the Missouri will be notified by 
telegraph of the departure of this detachment from the 
depot. The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish 
the necessary transportation. 





CHANGES OF STATIONS. 

Tue following is alist of the changes of stations of troops.re- 
ported at the War Department since last report: 

Headquarters and Companies A, C, D, E, G, H, and L, Third 
Cavalry, to Fort D. A. Russell. W. T. 

Companies B, F, 1, K, and M, Third Cavalry, to Fort McPher- 
son, Neb. 

Company F, Fourth Cavalry, from Fort Richardson, Tex., to Fort 
Grittin, Tex., February 20. 

Company K, Sixth Cavalry, from Saltillo, Miss., to Meridian, 
Miss, March 6. 





QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 

THE controversy about the rank of certain officers in 
the Quartermaster’s Department has not yet been settled 
by the House Military Committee, The Committee gave 
another hearing last week to both parties. General 
Saxton stated that the invariable practice had been to 
fill all vacancies in the staff, whether original or acci- 
dental, by promotion according to seniority. Mr. Gooch, 
attorney for the other side, read extracts from the sev- 
eral editions of the Army Regulations prior te 1857. 
The Regulations of 1813 provide that “ Original vacan- 
cies will be supplied by selection ; accidental vacancies 
by seniority, excepting in extraordinary cases.” This 
rule was repeated in the same language in the Regula- 
tions of 1814, 1815, and 1821. 

The Army Regulations of 1825 (art. 4, par. 19) pro- 
vide as follows: “The Executive will fill original 
vacancies, when created by selection ; accidental vacan- 
cies, below the rank of brigadier-general, by promotion, 
according to seniority,-except in extraordinary cases.” 
The Army Regulations of 1841 (art. 5) provide as fol- 
lows: “20. Original vacancies will be supplied by se- 
lection.” ‘21. Accidental vacancies, to the rank of col- 
onel, by promotion according to seniority, except in 
extraordinary cases.” The Regulations of 1847 were the 
same as in 1841. In reply to this citation of authority, 
General Saxton argued that whatever may have been 
the language of former editions of the Army Regula- 
tions, the practice was uniformly to promote by senior- 
ity, and that the Regulations of 1857 and 1863 expressly 
prescribe that this shall be done, and that the rule 
therein laid down has the force of law. Mr. Gooch re- 
plied that during the Mexican war Captain McCall and 
Captain Bliss were appointed to the office of assistant 
adjutant-general by selection, when they were not en- 
titled to such promotion on account of seniority. Gen- 
erals Ingalls and Tyler and Colonels Batchelder and 
Ludington, the officers who oppose the passage of the 
Senate bill, have prepared a brief setting forth their 
reasons at length and replying to the printed argument 
of Generals Saxton, Myers, Easton and Bingham, and 
Colonel Eddy, the officers who will be premoted if the 
bill becomes a law. These officers have asked for a few 
days’ time to prepare a rejoinder. When they have sub- 
mitted this; the committee intend to decline to hear 
further argument, and decide the case. The decision 
will be one of great importance as affecting the rule of 
promotion in the Army, and will definitely settle the 
question whether the President has the right to fill 
original vacancies by selection or whether the rule of 
promotion by seniority must be observed in such cases 
the same as in filiing accidental vacancies. 

The President withdrew from the Senate March 19 
the list of nominations to colonelcies, lieutenant-colo- 
nelcies, and majorities in the Quartermaster’s Depart- 
ment, sent in nearly two months ago, assigning as the 
reason for withdrawal that a further examination of the 
laws and rules for promotion by the Attorney-General 
was desirable before further executive action was taken. 





PAYMASTER-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Benj. Alword, Acting Paymaster-General. 

Tue Senate has passed a bill which:so far modifies 
the sixth section of the act of March 3, 1869, making ap- 
propriations for the support of the Army, as to author- 
ize the President to appoint a paymaster-general to fill 
the vacancy now existing. ‘lho House, we learn, is 








proposing to amend the bill so ag to provide that the 
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officer ted to the vacancy shall have the rank of 
colonel only, in order to make it harmonious with the 
previous legislation of Congress reducing the number of 
general officers in the Army. 


ORDNANCE DEPARTMENT. 


WE regret to say that General Dyer remains too sick 
to attend to any business, and those committees who 
hold him in such great request just now have to adjourn 
their interviews. The General’s trouble is reported to 
be Bright’s disease. 





Tne President sent the following nominations to the 
Senate March 20: Second Lieutenant Frank M. Gibson, 
to be first lieutenant Seventh Cavalry ; Second Lieuten- 
ant James Ullo, to be first lieutenant Second Infantry ; 
Second Lieutenant John S. Bishop, to be first lieutenant 
Thirteenth Infantry ; First Lieutenant Charles F. Robe, 
to be captain Twenty-fifth Infantry ; Second Lieutenant 
Edward Allsworth, to be first lieutenant Twenty-fifth 
Infantry. 





GENERAL CopuRn’s bill relative to enlistment of 
minors in the military service of the United States, 
was passed by the House on Wednesday of last 
week. The following is the text. It still remains 
for the Senate to act upon it : 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of Americs in Congress assembled, That no person un- 
der the age of twenty-one years shall be enlisted or mustered into 
the military service of the United States without the consent of his 
parents or guardians: Providid, That such minor shall have such 
parents or guardians entitled to his custody and control. 

Sec. 2. That in case any officer knowingly violates the provisions 
of this act by the enlistment or muster of a minor, he shall be liable 
to be arrested and tried by a court-martial, and, upon conviction, 
shall be dismissed from the service, or suffer such other punish- 
ment as such court may direct. 





Ir will be remembered that while every report on 
Colonel Rice’s trowel bayonet spoke in the highest 
terms of its value, a number of complaints were made 
that the shank blistered the hands. Mr. F. Chilling- 
worth of the Springfield Armory has invented a modifi- 
cation of this new instrument, the purpose of which is to 
avoid injury to the hands and also to render the tool 
more easily and cheaply made. The brace placed at the 
shank in the old form is done away with and the shank 
itself, instead of containing a zigzag slot and a ring to 
clench the bayonet on the musket, is made in two parte, ex- 
ternallysolid. The lower half is capable of a quarter revo- 
lution, and when revolved a straight slot on the inside of 
the shank permits the passage of the bayonet over the mus- 
ket barrel. The lower half of the shank is then revolved 
back, which places the slot in this lower half out of the 
line of the pin upon the barrel, so that the bayonet cannot 
bo withdrawn. The outside of the shank is perfectly 
smvoth and the invention appears to answer the pur- 
pose perfectly. In conse uence of its simpler form, which 
permits the whole tool to be made by machinery with- 
out subsequent hand-finishing or with a minimum of it, 
it is thought the new bayonet can be made for a dollar 
and a half less than the old. At the point where the 
shank joins the blade a slight curve is made in it, so 
that the soldier, by thrusting the bayonet in the ground, 
has an immediate rest for hisgun. Colonel Rice is said 
to have accepted the improvement, and we are glad to 
see this new and valuable implement of warfare so 
quickly reach a state of high efficiency. 


Amone the Army officers in Washington at present 
are General Rufus Ingalls, who has charge of the affairs 
affected by the proposition to overturn the appointment 
made by selection in the Quartermaster’s corps, and Gen- 
eral Randolph B. Marcy, Inspector General, who is presi- 
dent of the Board to revise the Army Regulations. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 


Colonel W. H. Emory: Headquarters, New Orleans, La. 


Saltillo, Miss.—The commanding officer of Saltillo, 
Mississippi, will, upon the departure of the troops sta- 
tioned there, annul the contract of Acting Assistant 
Surgeon Walker Lynn, U.S. Army, reporting date of 
this action to these headquarters. 


Jackson, Miss.—The telegraph order of the 10th in- 
stant, from theee headquarters, directing the command- 
ing officer at Jackson, Mississippi, to send a commis- 
sioned officer and fifteen men, with twenty days’ rations, 
to Saltillo, Lee county, Mississippi, for temporary duty, 
‘was confirmed March 11. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon H. T. Calkins, U.S. Army, 
March 9 was relieved from duty at Jackson, Missiosipp?, 
and will to Meridian, Mississippi, and upon the 
arrival of Company K, Sixth Cavalry, at that place, re- 
port to the commanding officer for duty. 


K, Sixth Cavalry, will proceed by rail from Saltillo to 
gee Mississippi, and take post there tempor- 
arily. 

Telegraphic instructions from these headquarters, of 
the 4th instant, directing First Lieutenant H. M. Ken- 
dalland Second Lieutenant H. P. Kingsbury, to pro- 
ceed to Fort Riley, Kansas, and report to the judge-ad- 
voeate of the General Court-martial, reconvened at that 
post, w ere confirmed March 6. 


Fort Jefferson, Fla.—A General Court-martial was or- 
dered to meet at Fort Jefferson, Fiorida, March 21. 
Detail for the Court: Captain Erskine Giltings, Third 
Artillery ; Assistant Surgeon Samuel A. Storrow, U.S. 
Army; First Lieutenants George F. Barstow, James M. 
Lancaster, A. G. Verplanck, and Albert F. Pike, Third 
Artillery; Second Lieutenant Henry C. Danes, Third 
Artillery. Second Lieutenant Benjamin H. Randolph, 
Third Artillery, is detailed as judge-advocate of the 
court, 


Jackson Barracks, La.—A General Court-martial met 
at Jackson Barracks, Louisiana, at 10 o’clock A. M. March 
13. Detail for the court: Lieitenant-Colonel Alfred 
Sully, Captains Philip H. Remington and Jacob H. 
Smith, First Lieutenants Mark Walker and John Har- 
old, and Second Lieutenants Thomas M. Wenie and 
"Villiam M. Bandy, Nineteenth Infantry. Captain Luke 
O'Reilly, Nineteenth Infantry, is detailed as judge-ad- 
vocate of the court. 


Baton Rouge Barracks.—A General Court-martial met 
at Ba ton Rouge Barracks, Louisiana, at 10 o'clock A. M. 
March 13. Detail for the court: Major Henry A. Ham- 
bright, Captain James H. Bradford, First Lieutenants 
Oliver Wetmore, Jr., and Charles B. Hall, Second Lieu- 
tenants Warren R. Dunton, John A. Payne, and George 
K. Spencer, Nineteenth Infantry. Second Lieutenant 
George H. Cook, Nineteenth Infantry, is detailed as 
judge-advocate of the court. 





MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL. 
Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Chicago, Lil. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Major-General W. S. Hancock: Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn. 


The verbal extensian of twelve days to the leave of 
absence granted to Major Rodney Smith, paymaster U. 
S. Army, by S. O. No. 16, c. s., from these headquarters, 
was confirmed March 13. 


Fort Randall, D. T.—The General Court-martial 
which convened at Fort Randall, D. T., by virtue of 8. 
O. Ne. 20, c. s., from these headquarters, aud of which 
Lieutenant-Colonel Elwell S8. Otis, Twenty-second In- 
fantry, is president, was dissolved March 4. 

The General Court-martial which convened at Fort 
Ripley, Miun., by virtue of S. O. No. 17, ¢ s., from these 
headquarters, and of which Captain William Fletcher, 
Twentieth Infantry, is president, was dissolved Febru- 
ary 17. 

The General Court-martial which convened at Fort 
Rice, D. T., by virtue of S. O. No. 281, series of 1871, 
from these headquarters, and of which Colonel T. L. 
Crittenden, Seventeenth Infantry, is president, was dis- 
solved March 1. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


Fort Wallace.—The post hospital of Fort Wallace, 
Kansas, was burned March 13. 


Fort Leavenworth, Kansas.—First Lieutenant E. H. 
Ruffner, Corps of Engineers U.S. Army, March 8 was 
relieved from duty as member of the board of survey 
ordered to convene at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on the 
11th instaxt, by S. O. No. 35, c. s., from these headquar- 
ters. 


Sixth Cavalry—Second Lieutenant V. A. Goddard 
was detailed as member of the board of survey ordered 
to convene at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, on the 11th 
instant, by 8. O. No. 39, c. s., from these headquarters. 


Eighth Cavalry.—The commanding officer Fort Leay- 
enworth, Kansas, March 11 was directed to forward the 
detachment of recruits now at his post, for the Eighth 
Cavalry, to Fort Union, the headquarters of the regi- 
ment, for distribution to companies. He will detail two 
commissioned officers of his command to take charge of 
and conduct the detachment by rail to Kit Carson, C. 
T., where it will be turned over to First Lieutenant A. 
G. Hennisee, Eighth Cavalry, awaiting its arrival at 
that place, who will take charge of and conduct it to 
Fort Union. On the arrival of the detachment at Fort 
Union, the men comprising it will be assigned to com- 
panies by the colonel of the regiment. Acting Assist- 
ant Surgeon M. M. Shearer, U.S. Army, now at Fort 
Wallace, will join the detachment at that place, and ac- 
company it to Fort Union, whence he will return to Fort 
Wallace and resume his duties. Having transferred 
the detachment to Lieutenant Hennisee, the officers 
designated to take charge of the detachment from this 
post will resume their duties with their companies. 


Sixth Infantry —First Lieutenant H. M. Kendall and 
Second Lieutenant H. P. Kingsbury, March 11 were re- 
lieved from duty as members of the General Court-mar- 
tial convened at Fort Riley, Kansas, by 8. O. No. 212, 
series of 1871, from these headquarters. Leave of ab- 
sence for thirty days from March 1, was granted Second 
Lieutenant S. W. Groesback. 


Captain A. S. Kimball, assistant quartermaster U. S. 
Army, March 11 was appointed a special inspector to 





proceed without delay to Fort Gibson, C. N., and make 


Sixth Cavalry.—On the 15th of this month Company | ®2 inspection of all public property needing the action of 


an inspector at that post. 

Fort Union, N. M—Companies F, Eighth Cavalry, 
and D, Fifteenth Infantry, at Fort Union, N. M., March 
12 were ordered to Fort Garland, C. T., where they will 
take post, relieving Companies M, Eighth Cavalry, and 
C, Fifteenth Infantry, which, upon being thus relieved, 
will proceed from Fort Garland te Fort Union, N. M., 
and there take post. Company D, Eighth Cavalry, at 
Fort Union, N. M., same date was ordered to Fort Stan- 
ton, N. M., where it will take post, relieving Company 
B, Eighth Cavalry, which, upon being thus relieved, 
will proceed from Fort Stanton to Fort Union, N. M, 
where it will take post. 

Captain J. Victor De Hanne, assistant surgeon U. §, 
Army, March 12 was ordered to Ottawa, La Salle county, 
Illinois, on business connected with these headquarters ; 
upon the completion of this duty to rejoin his station. 
First Lieutenant E. H. Ruftner, Corps of Engineers 
U.S. Army, March 12 was ordered to Chicago, Illinois, 
on business connected with these headquarters, and upon 
the completion of this duty to rejoin his station. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadi er-General E. O. C. Ord. Headquarters, Omaha, Nebraska. 


Second Cavalry.—Colonel Innes N. Palmer, headquar- 
ters Omaha Barracks—From a history of this regiment 
by Lieutenant-Colonel Albert G. Brackett, brevet colonel 
U.S. Army, we take the portion covering the period 
previous to the war ef the Rebellion, intending to con- 
clude it next week, with a history of the regiment during 
and since the rebellion: 


During the first eighteen months of the American revolution 
there was no regular cavalry in the American Army. In former 
wars it had been but little used, owing to the illimitable forests on 
the frontiers, in which the must active operations had usually been 
conducted. The want of dragoons wus severely felt in the cam- 
paign of 1776, especially at the battle of Long Island, and upon the 
organization of the new Army at the end of the campaign, care 
was taken to include in the plan four regiments of dragoons, which 
were filled without difficulty. 

The Second regiment of dragoons was commanded by Colonel 
Elisha Sheldon ; Jameson was the lieutenant-colonel, and Benja- 
min ‘Tallmadge the major—all from Connecticut. Lieutenant-Voio- 
nel Jameson was the officer to whom Major André was delivered 
by his captors in 1780. The regiment was a fine one, and was 
highly prized by General Washington. It was disbanded at the 
close of the war. 

In the last war with Great Britain, the Second regiment of 
dragoons was organized, with James Burn, of South Carolina, as 
colonel; Arcluibald McNeill, of North Carolina, lieutenant-colonel ; 
and James V. Ball, of Virginia, major. The regiment, under Major 
Ball, greatly distinguished itself at the battle of Mississinnewa, 
neur the head-waters of the Wabash river.in Indiana, fighting 
against the Indians, on the 17th and 18th of December, 1812. First 
Lieutenant James Hedges, of Ohio, was wounded. Major Ball was 
made a bievet lieutenant-colonei for his gallantry. The regiment 
also served in Upper Canada, at the battle of Stony Creek, June 6, 
1813, and at Chrystler’s Fields, November 11, 1813, Having run 
down very much in point of numbers, it was consolidated with the 
First regiment in March, 1814, and was disbanded at the close of 
the war, to be reorganized during the Florida war in the summer 
of 1836. David K. Twiggs, of Georgia, then lieutenant-colonel of 
the Fourth Infantry, was selected for colonel; William 8. Harney, 
of Louisiana, then a paymaster, for lieutenant-colonel ; and ‘Thomas 
T. Fauntleroy, of Virginia, tor major. 

The regiment was sent to Florida, where it remained several 
years, and had various skirmishes with the Indians, in one of 
which, July 9, 1836, Captain James A. Ashby and ten of his men 
were wounded, and Second Lieutenant Jolha W. S. McNiel was 
morta‘ly wounded in a skirmish with the Seminoles near Mosquito 
Inlet, September 10, 1837, 

Auzust 16, 1838, a peace was made with the Indians. Supposing 
the war was over, the Government sent Lieutenant-Colonel Harney, 
with nineteen dragoons and seven citizens, to the Carlooshatchie 
river, to establish a trading post. The post was built, and the 
dragoons had a camp about half a mile distant. Suddeniy, on the 
night of July 23rd, 1839, a large body of Seminoles under Holatter 
Micco, or Billy Bowlegs, attacked the post and camp. Eleven 
soldiers and five citizens were killed, and two soldiers were wounced. 
Sergeant Simmons was taken prisoner and afterwards burnt to 
death by the savages. It was with the greatest exertion and difli- 
culty that Lieutenant-Colonel Harney escaped with his life, and 
nothing but his splendid physique enabled him to do it. In retalia- 
tion for this outrage, Harney organized a detachment of dragoons 
and aritilleryman—penetrated into the Everglades, where he killed 
nine Seminole warriors, avd captured one warrior and thirty 
women and children. This action on his part sent a thrill of borror 
through the minds of the Indians, who were ever afterwards in 
constant terror of him. 

At the battle of the Big Hammock of Pilaklikaha, Florida, fought 
on the 19th of August, 1842, the dragoons did their share of the 
work against the Seminoles. This was nearly the closing scene of 
that war. The Indians had been coming in from time to time, and 
as fast as a suitable number could be brought together, they were 
shipped off to their new homes beyond the Mississippi River. 
The few who were left were unable to wage an active warfare aginst 
the = and hostilities ceased because there was no one leit to 
to fight. 

The most energetic captain in the regiment committed suicide; 
this was John F. Lane, of Indiana, who fell upon his own sabre at 
Fort Drane, October 19th, 1835. The cause of this was disappoint- 
ment on account of one of his campaigns. He was a brother of 
the Hon. James H. Lane, who committed suicide years afterwards, 
while a U. 8. Senator from Kansas. 

The regiment had one offigr killed and five diel; twenty non- 
commissioned officers, musicians and privates were killed in action, 
and one hundred and ninety-two died of disease incident to the 
service, while serving in Florida. 

From Fiorida the Second was sent west of the Mississippi river, 
where from August, 1842, until April, 1844, it served as a regiment 
of riflemen, The dragoous were remounted in 1844, and the follow- 
ing year were sent to Texas, From Corpus Christi, it accompanied 
General Taylor in his advance to the Rio Grande, 

A short time after General Taylor reached that river, he sent out 
fifty-two men of Companies C and F, under Captain Seth B. Thorn- 
ton, to ascertain whether the Mexicans had crossed from Mexico 
above his camp, to reconnoitcr their position, and ascertain their 
force. This was on the night of April 24, 1816. About twenty-eight 
miles from General Taylor’s camp, at the ranche of La Rosia, the 
force was surrounded, and compelled to surrender after Captain 
‘Thornton had been severely wounded. William J. Hardee, Second 
Lieutenwnt Elias K. Kane and forty men were taken prisoners. 
Second Lieutenant George T. Mason and seven dragoons were killed 
on the field. Nine of the dragoons who were captured were 
wounded, 

General Taylor’s forces threw up an earthwork, subsequently 
known as Fort Brown, opposite Matamoros, Mexico, where he left 
@ sufficient guard, and then moved back to Point Isabel with most 
of his army for supplies. While on his return from Point Isabel, 
and when near a place known as Palo Alto, on the 8th of May, 1846, 
he was furiously attacked by the Mexican army. In this action Cap- 
tain Croghan Ker’s squadron of the Second, guarded the train, and 
Colonel Twiggs acted as Brigadier General, commanding one of 
the wings of the army. Darkness put an end to the conflict. 

The next day was fought the battle of Resaca dela Palma. A 
deep ravine separated the two ermies, which was d- fended on the 
Mexican side by a number of pieces of artillery, which kept up4 
heavy firing on the Americaus. ‘he United States infantry was 
broken up into small parties, trying to force the passage of the 
ravine, when General Taylor ordered Captain Charles A. May’ 
squadron of the Second dragoons to charge a battery. The chargé 
was dashingly made and the enemy driven from their guns. Mean- 
time Colonel Belknap (father of the present Secretary of War! 





arrived with the infantry, and the Mexicans were routed from the 
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field. The officers who served with the dragoons in these battles 
were Colonel Twiggs, Captains Croghan Ker, Charles A, May, Na- 
thaniel W. Hunter and Lawrence P. Graham; First Lieutenants 
Ripley A. Arnold, Zebulon M. P. Inge (killed), William H. Saunders, 
Albert Lowry, Fowler Hamilton, Oscar F. W inship and Reuben P. 
Campbell ; Second Lieutenants William Steele, Philip W. McDon- 
ald and Alfred Pleasonton; Brevet Second Lieutenants Delos B. 
Sackett and Thomas J. Wood. The regiment had five killed and 
wounded at Palo Alto, and fourteen at Resaca de la Palma. 

A portion of the regiment served under Brevet Lieutenant- 
Colonel May, at Monterey, on the 2ist and 23rd of September, 1816. 
While crossing into Mexico, on the 18th of May, Second Lieutenant 
George Stevens, was drowned in the Rio Grande. 

On the 30th ot June, 1846, Colonel Twiggs was promoted to the 

rade of Brigadier General, whereupon Harney became colonel, 
Fauntleroy lieutenant-colonel, and Captain Edwin V. Sumner, of 

e First Dragoons,major, 
mat the battle of Buena Vista, fought February 22 and 23, 1847, 
there were two companies of the regiment present, and they acted 
as the escort of the general-in-chief. Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel 
May and Private Erbe were wounded. By an act of Congress of 
February 11, 1847, an additional major was given to each cavalry 
regiment, by which Captain Philip St. George Cooke, of the First 
Dragoons, became junior major. 

When General Scott landed at Vera Cruz he took a portion of the 
Second reziment with him, and at the bridge of Medelin, near by, 
on the 25th of March, 1847, Colonel Harney had a fine chase after 
the Mexicans. Major Sumner, Captains Ker, Thornton, and Har- 
dee (who had been exchanged by the enemy), Lieutenants Lowry, 
Neill, and Oakes, all participated, and Neill was severely wounded. 

At the battle of Cerro Gordo, April 17 and 18, 1847, the dragoons 
were not actively engaged, Colonel Harney being in command of a 
brigade, and Major Sumner in command of the rifle regiment (now 
Third Cavalry). Sumner was severely wounded. At San Juan 
Ge los Llanos, on the lst of August, a party of the Second Dragoons, 
under Second Lieutenant James M. Hawe:, rendered good service. 
Another skirmish took place at San Augustin, near the city of 
Mexico, on the 17th of August, which was of some importance, 
and on account of which three officers in the regiment, namely, 
Captains George A. H. Blake, William J. Hardee, and Lieutenant 
Richard H. Anderson, were brevetted. 

At the battles of Contreras and Cherubusco, on the 20th of 
August, 1847, the dragoons were commanded by Colonel Harney, 
and rendered good service, many of the enemy being overtaken in 
their retreat and cutdown by thesabresof ourmen. Captain Seth 
B. Thornton was killed by the first cannon shot which was fired by 
the Mexicans from San Antonio, near the city of Mexico. It 
literally tore him to pieces. This was on the 18th of August. 

At the bloody battle of Molino del Rey, September 8, 1847, Major 
Sumner was in command of the dragoons and held in check a 
superior force of the enemy’s lancers. In so doing he lost many 
men, and had Captain Croghan Ker and Second Lieutenants 
William D. Smith and Arthur D. Tree, Second Dragoons, wound:d. 
Again they served at Chapultepec and the city of Mexico, Septem- 
ber 13 and 14, 1847. When General Scott entered the city of Mexico 
the Second formed a part of his escort. It was « proud day for them, 
and will be long remembered. 

A very spirited affair took place at Agua Fria, not far from 
Monterey, Mexico, on the 2d of November, 1847, between a party 
of twenty soldiers of the Second Dragoons, under Lieutenant Reu- 
ben P. Campbell, aud a superior force of guerrillas, under Martinez. 
The lieutenant lost more than half of his men, but succeeded in 
driving the Mexicans off. With this action the tighting ceased in 
Mexico, and the regiment was distributed to Texas, New Mexico, 
and California. Those who were sent to California under Captain 
Lawrence P. Graham did not serve long in that country. The 
gold mines were discovered, and in spite of everything that could 

ye done, the men would desert. Those who were left were trans- 
ferred to the First Dragoons. 

On the 13th of July, 1848, Major E. V. Sumner was promoted to 
the lieutenant-colonelcy of the First regiment, and Captain Mar- 
shall S. Howe was promoted major in his place. 

In Texas the dragoons had several skirmishes with Indians, in 
one of which, near the Nueces river, on the 14th of August, 1850, 
Brevet Captain James Oakes was twice wounded. 

On the 25th of July, 1850, Lieutenant-Colonel Fauntleroy became 
colonel of the First Dragoons, whereupon Major Nathan Boone, of 
the First, was promoted in his place. He was the youngest son of 
the celebrated Daniel Boone, of Kentucky, and, like his father, 
was an expert woodsman. He was quite old, having served as a 
captain of rangers in 1812, He resigned on the 15th of July, 1853, 
when Major Philip St. George Cooke became lieutenant-colone! ia 
his place, and Captain Enoch Steen, of the First, became major. 
Steen afterwards exchanged with Mujor Charles A. May. 

In New Mexico a spirited affair took place on the 5th of March, 
1854, on the Cagalone, some sixty miles from Fort Union, between 
the Jicarilla Apaches and a detachment of the Second Dragoons, 
under Second Lieutenant David Bell. The Indians were defeated 
with considerable loss, Lieutenant Bell killing the chiet, Lobo, 
with his own hand, 

Another affair on the Jornada del Muerto, in New Mexico, on the 
Wth of February, 1852, ought to be mentioned, in which First 
Lieutenant Altred Pleasanton and Second Lieutenants Nathan G. 
Erans and Beverly Robertson distinguished themselves against 
the Indians. 

On the 3d of September, 1855, Colonel Harney, with Companies 
H and K, Second Dragoons, with some infantry and artillery, 
overtook Little Thunder’s band of the Brule Sioux, on the Blue 
Water Creek, about six miles from Ash Hollow and four from the 
left bank of the North Platte. The infantry attacked in front, 
and the dragoons chargei in rear with such effect as to kill eighty- 
six of the Indians, with about seventy women and children taken 
prisoners. This was to punish the Indians for the massacre of 
Lieutenant Grattan and his command of the Sixth Infantry. 

During the Mormon trouble in 1857 and 1858, the regiment was 
sent to Utah and New Mexico, where it remained until the breaking 
out of the Rebellion. 

On the 14th of June, 1858, Colonel Harney was appointed a 
brigadier-general, Lieutenant-Colonel Cook became colonel, Major 
Marshall 5. Howe licutenant-colonel, and Captain Lawrence P. 
Graham major. Captain Patrick Calhoun, a son of the Hon. 
John C. Calhoun, of South Carolina, died on the 4th of June of the 
same year. 

Lieutenant Ebenezer Gay, with Company G, fell upon a band of 
Indians in Box Eider Canon, who had been committing murders in 
Utah Territory, and utterly routed them, killing several of them 
atthe same time, This was on the lith of August, 1859. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS, 


Brigadier-General C. C..A ugur: Headqtitrters San Antonio, Texas. 


Fort Richardson, Texas.—Lieutenant Walton, com- 
manding this post, who arrived in St. Louis on Sunday, 
March 10, en route to Washington, reports that, at 
P etryville,on the Kansas and Texas Railroad, March %s 
& desperado murdered a merchant named Fisher, after 
robbing him of $600. The desperado was captured the 
ollowing day by the citizens. Lieutenant Walton re- 


nee 


: Ports much lawlessness in that country; but the re- 


Spectable citizens are now determined to rid themselves 
of all villains in a summary manner, if necessary. 


Tenth Infantry.—There are eight companies of this 
regiment on the Rio Grande at present, writes a corre- 
pondent from Ringgold Barracks, Feb. 21, and after de- 

ucting from their total strength the average number 
absent on escort duty, the sick prisoners and extra duty 
men, the eight companies divided between the three posts 
of Fort Brown, Fort McIntosh, and Ringgold Barracks 
could not muster under arms more than one hundred 
and fifty men, as @ force of observation upon three thon- 
tand belligerents of an exceptionally lawless and des- 
berate character, now engaged in active hostilities be- 
yond the border. On the Mexican side, the line of the 
Rio Grande (or Rio Bravo as they call it), is held by 
the Revolutionists under Julian Quiroga, as far down 


s Reynosa, opposite to the American ranch called Edin- 









burg. Cortina, who commands the Juarez forces, was 
bought out of Mier, and driven out of Comargo. Pala- 
cios, who is also a Juarez officer, will not let him or his 
command into Matamoras. So that the infamous bandit 
chief is between two fires. Cortina is the desperado 
who invaded Texas on his own responsibility in 1859. 
He burned the old Ringgold Barrack, and committed 
variens murders, for which nineteen indictments still 
stand against him in Cameron County alone. Juarez, to 
show his respect and affection for “ Los Extados Uni- 
dos,” made this man a general in the Mexican army, and 
put him in command of his troops on this frontier. The 
revolutionary force, is made up of better material than 
the cattle-thieving bravos of Cortina, but both parties look 
as ragged and unsoldierly as Falstaff’s militia. Their 
artillery consists of five smail mountain howitzers, of 
which the Juaristas have two, and the Diaz side three. 
Each gun is drawn by one jackass; the ammunition for 
each being carried in panniers on the back of the un- 
happy John Donkey that pulls the gun. 

The descriptions that appear in the New York papers 
of the war in this vicinity, are very amusing to us who 
are stationed here. We read for instance of fierce fight- 
ing in the siege of Mier, and of the slaughter that the 
arms of precision in the hands of the national troops 
made in the ranks of the revolutionists. Now your 
subscriber rode forty-five miles on horseback to see this 
battle, and he makes bold to say that neither a mule nor 
a Mexican was hurt oneither side. The way Mier was 
taken is this: Cortina rode out and met the head rebels 
or head devils, if you like it better, of the other side, 
and gentlemen who were present at the interview say that 
this is what happened. That after some idle talk, and 
much smoking of cigarettes, Cortina offered to evacuate 
Mier for seven thousand dollars, that the money was 
paid him then and there, and thereupon, after a little 
harmless firing, one party marched out, and the other 
party marched in. 

An interesting account also appeared in the New York 
Herald as to an interview between one of its correspond- 
ents and General Quiroga, in which the General is des- 
cribed as a tall, dark man, who gave a vivacious account 
of the revolution and its prospects. Now Quiroga is not 
a tall but a very short man; for a Mexican he is not 
dark, and he is as reticent as Grant. The interviewer 
evidently got hold of the wrong man. But this was of 
small consequence, since the prophet Isaiah could not 
foretell the result of a Mexican muddle, and there is no 
more principle involved in their revolutions than ina 
cock fight. 

At Camargo, opposite here, there was not even a pre- 
tence of a battle. The revolutionists having received 
reinforcements would not pay. Cortina drew up his 
tatterdemalions in battle array, bat when Quirogas 
forces came in sight, he made a masterly movement on 
Matamoras. Everybody on this side of the river was 
much disgusted, and especially the ladies of the garrison 
who thus lost probably their only chance of seeing a 
battle. If, however, there is a battle across the way, 
which I may be fortunate enough to see, I will give you 
an account of the same, should you care to hear again 
from your friend CENTURION. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General Geo. G. Meade: H’dqrt'rs, Philadelphia. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
Brigadier-Gen. Irvin McDowell: Cor. Greene and Houston Sts. N.Y, 


Tue following officers were registered at headquar- 
ters Department of the East, for the week ending March 
20, 1872: First Lieutenant Charles P. Eagan, Twelfth 
Infantry; Second Lieutenant Wm. Davis, Jr., Tenth 
Cavalry ; Lieutenant F. A. Boutelle, First Cavalry. 


First Lieutenant Thomas F. Riley, March 11, 
was ordered to report to the commanding officer 
Angel Island, for duty with Company F of his regi- 
ment. 


LIEUTENANT-COLONEL Roger Jones, March 7, was 
ordered to proceed to the mouth of the Colorado 
river, on a tour of inspection of the military posts 
and service in the Department of Arizona. 


Fort Monroe-—A General Court-martial is ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Monroe, Va., March 25. 
Detail for the court: Lieutenant Joseph Roberts, 
Fourth Artillery ; Captain Richard Lodor, Fourth 
Artillery; Captain 8. 8. Elder, First Artillery; 
First Lieutenant James Chester, Third Artillery ; 
First Lieutenant J. M. Ingalls, First Artillery ; 
First Lieutenant E. P. Newkirk, Fourth Artillery ; 
Second Lieutenant A. T. Abbott, Third Artillery; 
Second Lieutenant John Simpson, Fourth Artillery ; 
Second Lieutenant D. 8. Denison, Fifth Artillery. 
First Lieutenant J. B. Burbank, Third Artillery, 
is appointed judge-advocate. 


Fort Columbus.—A General Court-martial has been 
appointed to meet at this post, March 20. Detail 
for the court: Major M. M. Blunt, Fourteenth In- 
fantry ; Captain J. J. Coppinger, Twenty-third In- 
fantry ; First Lieutenant G. W. H. Stouch, Third 
Infantry; First Lieutenant Mott Hooton, Twenty- 
second Infantry; First Lieutenant Charles Bird, 
Twenty-third Infantry ; Second Lieutenant William 
Davis, Jr., Tenth Cavalry. First Lieutenant E. K. 
Russell, First Artillery, is appointed judge-advocate. 


West Point—The West Shore Hudson River Rail- 
road Company, under an act of Congress procured in 
1867, granting the road the right of way across the pub- 
lic lands at West Point, is anxious to locate the road 
along the river front; but as such a location would be 
both inconvenient and damaging tothe Military Aca- 
demy, the Secretary of War insists that the track shail 





either be carried around the public buildings and quar- 


ters or the point be traversed by a tunnel. Two com- 
missions have been appointed by the War Department 
since 1867, but no progress towards an agreement has 
been made, the company appearing to insist upon the 
adoption of the plans of its own engineers. 

The following appointments as “Cadets at Large” to 
the United States Military Academy have just been 
announced by the President : 

w.F rth Willcox, f General O. B, Willcox; William 
Halabird, son of Sieoteamne 2 Colonel 8. B. Halabird, Quartermaster 
United States Army; Frederick H. French, son Lieutenant- 
Colonel W. H. French, United States Army; James Jackson, of 
Indiana, son of Brigadier-General Jackson, United States Volun- 
teers, killed in the battle ef Perryville; George K. Hunter, of Ohio, 
son of Lieutenant-Colonel Hunter, Ohio Volunteers ; Thomas Rod- 


man, of Rhode Island, son of General Isaac P. United 
States Volunteers, killed gf Antietam; Stephen Kearn dford, 
son of Rear-Admiral ‘ord, United States Navy; L. 


Jenkins, son of Rear-Admiral Jenkins, of the Navy; Herbert T. 
Thayer, of California; James Bryant, a soldier in the general 
mounted service of the Army. 

First Artillery—A General Court-martial has been 
appointed to meet at the Army Building, corner of 
Houston and Greene streets, New York City, March 22, 
for the trial of W. M. Graham, First Artillery, and such 
other persons as may be brought before it by authority 
from these headquarters. Detail for the court: Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel H. D. Wallen, Eighth Infantry; Major 
William Hays, Fifth Artillery; Major J. M. Brannan, 
First Artillery; Major John ilton, First Artillery ; 
Captain H. W. Closson, First Artillery ; Captain H. M. 
Lazelle, Eighth Infantry; Captain E. . H. Read, 
Eighth Infantry; Captain J. J. Van Horn, Eighth In- 
fantry; Captain F. L. Guenther, Fifth Artillery; Cap- 
tain M. P. Miller, Fourth Artillery ; Captain W. 8. 
Worth, Eighth Infantry. Captain L. L. Lan First 
Artillery, judge-advocate. General Graham is to be 
tried, we understand, for assaulting Colonel Hall, quar- 
termaster First Artillery, in response to what he re- 
garded as an insult. The difficulty had its origin in a 
dispute about the issue of rations, which led toa court 
of inquiry, whose proceedings we have thought it best 
not to allude to heretofore. 


Fifth Artillery.—The following officers of this regi- 
ment are detailed for a General Court-martial appointed 
to meet at Fort Adams Rhode Island, March 19: Cap- 
tain W. F. Randolph, First Lieutenants W. E. Van 
Reed, J. A. Fessenden, H. J. Reilly, Wells Willard ; 
Second Lieutenants D. D. Johnson, W. B. Homer. First 
Lieutenant 8S. M. Mills, Jr., judge-advocate. 

Plattsburgh Barracks—A General Court-martial has 
been appointed to meet at Plattsburg Barracks, N. Y., 
March 20. Detail for the court: Captain Richard Ar- 
nold, Fifth Artillery; Assistant Surgeon 8. M. Horton, 
U.S. Army; First Lieutenants Joseph Keeffe, Luigi 
Lomia, Fifth Artillery: First Lieutenant D. D.|Wheeler, 
First Artillery. Second Lieutenant W. P. Van Ness, 
First Artillery, judge-advocate. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 
Maj.-Gen. J. M. Schofield: Hdq'rtrs, San Francisco, Cal. 


Third Cavalry.—The headquarters and companies of 
the Third Cavalry, now at Benicia Barracks, March 2, 
were ordered to the Department of the Platte. Compa- 
nies F and K will take post at Fort McPherson, and 
headquarters and Companies A, C, D, E, G, H and L, at 
Fort D. A. Russell. 

Doctor Samuel L. Orr, acting assistant surgeon U. 8, 
Army, en route to the Department of Arizona, March 4, 
was directed to report for temporary duty tothe medi- 
cal director, Department of California. He accompanied 
the detachment of troops which left Fan Francisco, Cal.. 
for the mouth of the Colorado river. 

Major James H. Nelson, paymaster U. S. Army, was, 
ordered to report to the commanding officer, Department 
of the Columbia, before the 15th of next month, to make 
a tour of payment in thut department. 


Twelfth Infantry.—Leave of absence for sixty days 
was granted First Lieutenant Palmer G. Wood, with 
permission to go beyond the limits of this Military Di- 
vision, and to apply to the edjutant-general for an ex- 
tension, March 3 

Doctor W. O. G. Springer, acting assistant surgeon 
U. S. Army, February 29, was assigned to duty at San 
Francisco, under the orders of the medical director, De- 
partment of California, to date from the 26th instant. 
He accompanied a detachment of troops to Arizona for 
the mouth of the Colorado river. 


Fourth Cavalry.—First Lieutenant Theodore J. Wint, 
having complied with 8. O. No. 6, January 8, headquar- 
ters Cavalry Recruiting Service, St. Louis, Mo., March 
1, was erdered to return to his station. - 

Leave of absence for two months, with permission to 
go beyond the limits of this division, and apply to the 
adjutant-general for an extension of four months, was 
granted to Chaplain M. J. Kelley, U. 8. Army, Februa- 
ry 28. 


Twenty-third Infantry.—Captain George M. Randall, 
Camp ig —— February 28, was ordered to 
take advantage of the first favorable condition of the 
roads, to move his Company (I) to Winnemucca, and 
thence by the Central Pacific Railroad to San Francisco. 
The transportation of this company will remain at Win- 
nemucca till the arrival at that place of the Company of 
the Twenty-first Infantry ordered to take post at Camp 
Harney. ; 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA. 


Camp McDermit, Nevada,—The General Court-mar- 
tial which convened at Camp McDermit, Nevada, on the 
14th day of February, by virtue of 8. O. No. 18, c. 
Headquarters De artment of California, and of which 
Captain James Biddle, First Cavalry, was _—— 
ps First Lieutenant Charles C. Cresson, Cav- 
alry, judge-advocate, was dissolved March 4. 
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Camp Halleck, Nevada—The General Court-martial 
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which convened at Camp Halleck, Nevada, February 19, | mut was, according to the latest advices, still at Ciudad 
ty virtue of S. O. No. 22, c. s., headquarters Department | Bolivar, Venezuela. 


ot California, and of which Captain James Biddle, First 


Cavoly, was president, and First Lieutenant Charles | Gongress for a readjustment of ‘heir rates of pay. 
CO, Cresson, First Cavalry, judge-advocate, was dissolv-| The petition is signed by Admiral Porter and a 


ed March 5. 
San Francisco, Cal.—The General Court-martial 


which convened at Presidio of San Francisco, Cal., March 
1, bv virtue of S. O. No. 25, c. s., headquarters Depart- 
ment of California, and of which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Frank Wheaton, Twenty-first Infantry, was president, 
and First T,ieutenant John H. Calef, Second Artillery, 
judge-advocate, was dissolved March 6. 

Benicia Barracks, California—The General Court- 
martial which convened at Benicia Barracks, California, 
February 16, by virtue of 8. O. No. 24, c. s., headquar- 
ters Department of California, and of which Lieutenunt- 
Colonel W. L. Elliott, First Cavalry was president, and 
Captain Guy V. Henry, Third Cavalry, judge-advocate, 
was dissolved February 29. 


~ THE NAVY. 


The Editor invites for this department of the JovrNnat all facts 
of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels, 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


Tue United States steamer Powhatan 2d rate (7), and 
monitor Canonicus arrived at Lewes, Del., March 20. 

Tue Narragansett, 3d rate (36), which is attached 
to the Pacific Fleet,has been ordered to the Navigator 
Islands. 

Tur U. 8.8. Zroquois, third rate, sailed from the Navy- 
yard, New York, March 18, for the East India squadron. 

THE Sabine, third rate (36), is now being rigged at the 
Charlestown Navy Yard, and it is expected will be ready 
to proceed to Portsmouth this week. 

Tue Senate has passed bills authorizing the payment 
of $190,000 to Commodore Winslow and the officers and 
seamen of the U. 8. ship Kearsarge for the destruction 
of the Alabama. 

A pispaTcH from Havana, March 20, reports that the 
United States flagship Worcester, with a party of excur- 
sionists on board, returned to Havana March 20, from 
Matanzas. 

A NUMBER of naval officers who were dismissed during 
the war without a trial by court-martial, are endeavor- 
ing to have their names restored on the official lists, 
claiming that their dismissal was illegal. 

TH Naval Committee of the Senate has appointed a 
sub-committee, consisting of Senators Cragin, Nye, Al- 
corn, and Stockton, to consider the subject of creating 
shipyards for the construction of iron-clads. 

Tue President sent the following nominations to the 
Senate March 20: First Lieutenant Norval L. Nokes, to 
be captain in the Marine Corps, and Second Lieutenant 
John H. Sherburne, to be first lieutenant in the Marine 














rps. 

THE House Committee on Naval Affairs has agreed to 
defer farther consideration of the bill proposing to sell 
the Brooklyn Navy Hospital until the opinion of the 
Secretary of the Navy can be obtained. The s»me com- 
mittee has agreed to report favorably the bill allowing 
seamen to receive their outfit from the Government the 
same as is allowed 1o soldiers and marines. 

TneE select committee to investigate the charges 
against Secretary Robeson have authorized their chair- 
man to invite the editor of the New York Sun to appear 
and give such information as will afford a basis of exam- 
ination, the determination of the committee being to 
afford the largest liberty to the accuser of substantiat- 
ing the charges. In order to afford time for such pur- 
pose, the committee adjourned till Thursday. 


THE Naval Committe» of the Senate have reported a 
bill for the relief of the officers and crew of the U. 8S. 
ship Wyoming, which, it will be remembered, vindicated 
the flag in the harbor of Yokohama, in 1263, in a combat 
with piratical vessels, which she destroyed. The indem- 
nity paid by the Japanese government was the result of 
the good conduct of the officers and crew of the Wyo- 
ming, and this bill provides that they shall be compensuat- 
ed out of this fund as a reward for their valor. 


Ir is expected that the Canandaigua will leave New 
York Navy-yard by the 22d of March, for the West 
India squadron. The following isa list of her officers ; 
Captain E. Thompson, commanding; Lieutenant-Com- 
mander E. C. Merriam, executive offic-r ; Lieutenant- 
Commander R. P. Leary, navigator; Lieutenants W. P. 
Randall, W. Swift; Masters D. Delehanty, A. Marix ; 
Ensign L. E. Bixler; Midshipmen J. L. Hunsicker, G. 
C. Hanus, W. A. Marshall, J. M. Wight, G. A. Sand- 
erson; Surgeon H. M. Wells, Assistant Surgeon H. 
Stewart, Passed Assistant Paymaster C. W. Slamm, 
Chief Engineer 8. Albert, Second Assistant Engineers 
C. D. Foss, W. H. Piatt, Lieute.ant Marines 8. K. Allen 
yee G. - "ee Boatswain J. W. Simmons, 

cting Gunner J. W. Bogart, Captain’s C) . 
mead, Paymaster’s Clerk H. Damen. taal 

Tue Ticonderoga, arrived in the harbor of Ri i 
from a northern cruise on Tuesday, + donewag pew 
left again on February 28, for Montevideo, to relieve the 
flag-ship Laneaster, which was to take her place at Rio 
Janeiro. The Ticonderoga was ordered to meet the Ports- 
mouth on her way from the United States to Brazil with 
officers and crew to relieve the Lancaster, the officers 
and crew of which were then to join the Portsmouth and 
return to the United States. Past Assistant Surgeon 
W. 8. Fort, Lieutenant W. B. Newman and Master (! 
H. Arnold all arrived in Rio Janeiro on February 18 ty 
mail steamer Merrimack, and went to Montevideo by the 

a, there to join the Wasp, for which vessel 

they have —_ The steamer Hassler, with Professor 
8 scientific party on board, left Rio Janeiro 

Thursday, February 15, for Montevideo, where the ‘or 


THE officers of the Navy of high grade have petitioned 


large number vf other officers, including the rear-adnu- 
rals. They state that the rates now allowed are entirely 
out of proportion, as compared with the salaries given 


and other officers. This want of proportion was pro- 
duced by reducing the pay allowed the higher officers, 
while the amount allowed those of a lower grade was 
not changea. They also state that a great discrepancy 
exists between the amount received by army officers of 
like grade and themselves, and that it is wounding to 
their self-r t to be thus discriminated against. 
They ask that the following rates of pay per year while 
at sea be adopted: Admiral, $13,500; vice-admiral, 
$11,000; rear-admiral, $7,000; commodore, $5,500; 
vaptain, $4,500; commander, $4,000—a corresponding 
reduction being made during service on other duty or 
on leave; the pay of the admiral, however, being always 
the same. ‘The petition has been committed to the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs for consideration. 


THE President has appointed Brevet Major General A. 
A. Humphreys, of the Engineer corps United States 
Army; Professor Benjamin Pierce, Superintendent of 
the Coast Survey, and Captain Daniel Ammen, Chief of 
the Bureau of Navigation, Navy Department, Commis- 
sioners for the United States to examine and consider 
all surveys, pains, proposals or suggestions of routes of 
communication by canal er water connection between 
the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, across the Isthmus of 
Darien, which have already been submitted, or which 
may be hereafter submitted to the President during the 
pendency of this appointment, or which may be referred 
to them by the President, and to report in writing their 
conclusions and the result of such examination to the 
President, with their opinion as to the probable cost and 
practicability of eachjroute or plan, and such other mat- 
ters in connection therewith as they may think proper 
and pertinent. They are severally authorized to exe- 
cute and fulfil the duties of that appointment according 
to law and the instructions which they shall from time 
to time receive from the President. The reports of 
Captain Shufeldt, who made the survey of the Tehuan- 
tepec route; Commander Selfridge, who made two sur- 
veys of the Darien route, and of Commander Crosman, 
who is now on his way to survey the Nicaragua route, 
will be submitted to the Commission, with such other 
information as is now in possession of the government, 


Secretary Ropeson has been called before the 
House Committee on Expenditures in the War Depart- 
ment to testify in regard to the sale of 10,000 Remington 
guns manufactured for the Navy. He testified that 
early in the year 1871 the Navy Department made an 
arrangement with the War Department for the manu- 
facture of ten thousand Remington rifles which had been 
selected for the Navy by the Board of Naval Officers on 
the best breech-loader. ‘The price the Navy was to pay 
was to be ascertained by the Government after they were 
furnished. He thought between fourteen and fifteen 
dollars apiece. The Navy was to pay in addition $1 a 
rifle as royalty on Remington’s patent. While the arms 
were being manufactured and before delivered, Messrs. 
Poulteney, Trimble & Co., arms dealers, of Baltimore, 
applied to the Navy Bureau for the purchase of their 
arms, offering to pay a proper price for them. That 
firm had given enough for the 10,000 arms to enable 
the Navy to purchase 12,000. These Remington arms 
were manufactured at the Springfield Armory, and 
the contract was concluded March 21, 1871, when 
the Franco-German war was virtually over. The 
arms were not delivered until April. The Navy 
made about forty thousand dollars by the agreement. 
The inducement for making it was three-fold. First, to 
obtain 12,000 stand of arms for the same amount that 
10,000 would cost ; secondly, because the arms originally 
manufactured were not perfect, a defect in the plan 
having been discovered while they were being manu- 
factured ; and, third, because General Dyer desired to 
have the men at the Springfield Armory kept at work. 
The Navy Department had always sold everything not 
wanted when it could sell to advantage. The custom 
had been to sell surplus arms and supplies, and even 
ships, ever since the organization of the Government, 
under all administrations and at all times. Witness 
was informed that some of these arms were sold in Tur- 
key, Egypt, and England. Commodore Chase, Chief of 
the Ordnance Bureau of the Navy Department, being 
sworn, corroborated the statements of the Secretary of 
the Navy; the board of officers who selected the Rem- 
ington arms were appointed in 1869 and reported in 
1870: they met at St. Louis; the defect discovered in 
the arms was that the sight was nearer the breech-block 
than desired ; an inch and a half higher up the barrel 


firm were delivered at New York and resold to parties 
in London. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 
REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


nen Bae ee 7 7 Wallis, to * agen 
KCH l4.— -Admiral Wm. ers Taylor, preparatory or- 
ders to command the South ‘Atantie Fiet. re 
ARCH |5.—Commander David B. on paratory orde 

to command the Purtsmouth. — sig 
Lieutenant-Commander George W. Wood, Lieutenants John 8. 
Newell, Matthew Balies, Jonn M. Taft,jand Edward W. Sturdy, 
Ens'gos Wainwright Kei , Albert G. Berry, Charles E. Colla- 
han, and Joim H. Moore, to the Portsmouth, and on arrival at 
Rio de Janeiro to report for duty on board the U.S. steumer Lan- 


Lieutenant Charles M. Thomas, to the receiving ship Potomac. 
Carpenter David veers 4 the Navy-yard, Philadelphia. 
Maxc# 16.—Midshipman Wm. H. E. her toes Assistant 8 





tend to make a tarry of five days ora week. The Shaw- 


gave a better sight; by the arrangement with Poulte-| © Ossipee, 
ney, Trimble & Co., the Navy Department made a net . 
profit of $27,600, or 2,000 rifles; the arms sold to that saneieceune 


J McDonald, Carpenter J E. Miller, and Sailmaker W, 
Ne dealt om q 4 


to the Portsmouth, and on arrival at Rio de Janeiro tg 

for duty on board the Lancaster. 
assed Assistant Paymaster George W. Long, to the Portemouth 
Marca 18.—Lieutenant-Commander Albert Kautz, as light. 


house inspector of the Seventh Light-house District. 


Carpenter Wm. D. Jenkins, to special duty at Key West, Fla. 
Maxcu 19.—Commodore Josephjl’. Green, as president of the 
Bourd of Examiners of officers for promotion. 
Lieutenant-Commander Horace E. Mullan, to the Powhatan. 
Lieutenants William M. Paul, R. Mason Lisie, and Henry £ 
Nichols, Ensigns Emory H. Taunt and George P. Colvocoresses, 


officers of a lower grade, and that a certair. proportion hols, F S 
should always be preserved between the commanding Gotan. a oe —— a 


First Assistant Engineer Wilson K. Purse, and Second Assistant 
Engineers M. N. Knowlton and Philip Miller, to the Tallapousa. 


DETACHED. 


Maron 1?.—Master Charles A. Stone, from the Nantasket, and 
placed on waiting orders. 

Ensign E. J. Berwind, from the Powhatan, and granted three 
months’ leave. 

Manca 14.—Lieutenants C. W. Breed and Geo. A. Baldy, from 
the Nantasket, and placed on waiting orders. 

Marca 15.—Lieutenant-Commander Edward A. Walker, from 
the Navy-yard, Boston, and ordered to the Portsmouth, and on ar. 
rival at Rio de Janeiro to report for duty on board the Lancaster, ag 
executive. 

Lieutenavt-Commander F. W. Dickins, from the receiving s} Dp 
Vermont, annd ordered to the Portsmouth, and on arrival at R., 
de Janeiro to report for duty on board the Lancaster. 

Lieutenant William T. Swinburne, from the Michigan, and or. 
dered to the Portsmouth, and onarrival at Rio de Janeiro tw report 
for duty on board the Lancaster. 

Ensign Wm. H. Driggs, from the Navy-yard, New York, and 
ordered to the Portsmouth, and on arrival ut Rio de Janeiro to r- 
port for duty on board the Lancaster. 

Ensign Arthur P. Nazro, trom the Navy-yard, Boston, and or. 
dered to the Portsmouth, and on arrival at Rio de Janeiro to report 
for duty on board the Lancaster. 

Manca 16.—Passed Assistant Surgeon M. C. Drennan, from th: 
Naval Academy, and Gunner Thomas Stewart, from the Navy-yari, 
Washington, aad ordered to the Portsmouth, and on arrival at Riv 
de Janeiro to report for duty on board the Lencaster. 

Marc# 18.--Lieutenant-Commander Merrill Miller, from the 
Lancaster, and placed on waiting orders. 

— Walton Goodwin, from the Terror, and placed on waiting 
orders. 

Magca 19.--Lieutenant-Commander A. G. Kellogg, from the 
Hyd phic Ottice ; Lieutenant John C. Rich, from the receiving 
ship New Hampshire; Ensign C. W. Ruschenberger, from th 
Navy-yard, Philadelphia; Ensign A. M. Thackara, from the Naval 
Station, League Island; Boatswain Charles E. Hawkins, trom the 
receiving ship Vandalia; and Gunner James Hays, trom the Navy- 
yard, Philadelphia, and ordered to the Lackawanna, Pacitic Fket. 
Master Frederick Singer, from the Navy-yard, Washington, ani 
ordered to the Michigan. 

Assistant Su n Wm. B. Davis, from the Navy yard, Norfolk, 
and ordered to the Tallapoosa. 

Assistant Paymaster Chas. F. Eastman, from the Navy-yari, 
Washington, and ordered to the Tallapoosa. 

Carpenter Wm. H. Edgar, from special duty at Key West, Fia., 
and placed on waiting orders. 





LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 

Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureauol 

Medicine and Surgery for the week ending March 16, 1872: 
Charles Dixon, landsman, February 19, Navy-yard, Mare Islani, 

Cal. 

Frederick Markworth, ordinary seaman, January 13, U. 8. 

steamer Juniata, at Ville Franche, France. : 

James Lowric, marine, March 6, Naval Hospital, Pensacola. 

Edmund Lanier, captain, February 24, at Baltimore. 

Edward B. Bioghum, passed assistant surgeon, February %, 

Naval Rendezvous, San Francisco, Cal. : P 

John Knost, musician, March 12, Naval Academy, Annapolis. 





CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 
Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Com 


since last memoranda, viz. : 

Manca 12.--Captain Charles C. Stillman placed on the retini 
list, having been found “incapacitated for active service resulting 
trom sickness and exposure during his long and faithful serview 
the line of duty.” , 
Marcu 16.—Captain Frank Munroe and Second Lievtenst 
Robert D. Wainwright—Detached from Marine Barracks, Boston, 
Mass., to proceed to New York by 2d prox., there to take passage 
by U. 8. sloop Portsmouth for the South Atlantic Squadron, ai 
to relieve Captain R. W. Huntington and Second Lieutenant Sa 
uel Mercer from their rexpective duties. i: ¥ 
Mancu 18.--Captain Wm. H. Parker placed on the retired ls, 
having been found ‘totally incapacitated for duty, the incapaaly 
resulting from the natural exposure of service.” 








STATIONS OF U. 8. VESSELS. 


Tue following are the stations of the vessels of th 
U.S. Navy now in commission, according to the late 


report : 

NonrH ATLANTIC FLEET. 

Worcester, flagship, Havana. 

Terrer, Havana. 

Nantasket, San Domingo Coast. ’ 

Shawmut, Orinoco river, South America. 

Nipsie, Havana. 

Kansas, Havana. , 

Pawnee, store and hospital ship, Key West. 

Canandaigua, New York, under orders for Key West. 

Wyoming, Hampton Roads, about to sail for Key West. 
SOUTH ATLANTIC FLEET. 


Lancaster, flagship, Montevideo. 
Ticonderoga, Rio de Janeiro. 
Wasp, La Platte river. 

PACIFIC FLEET. 
California, flacship, cruising; expected at Valparaiso. 
Saranac, San Francisco. : 
Mohican, on the way from Havana to San Francisco. 
St. Mary’s, expected at Talcahuano, Chili. 
Pensacola, Panama. 
Narragansett, South Sea Islands. 
Callao. 
Resaca, Callao. 


we, 


EUROPEAN FLEET. 
‘Wabash, under orders to sail to England. 

Shenandoah, under orders to sail to Englanc. q 
Brooklyn, under orders to sail to England. 
Plymouth, under oruers to suil to England. 





























ORE Pree 





Juniata, under orders to sail to England. 
Wachusett, under orders to sail to England. 
Congress, on the way to Lisbon. 

ASIATIC FLEET. 


Colorad Heng. — 
Alaska, J»pan Coast. 
Benicia, Philippine Islands. 
Ashueiot, Suaughui. 
Monocacy, Shanghai. 
Palos, Tien Tsin. 
Idaho, Yokohama. 
Saco, Hong Kong. 
Frolic, visiting navy-yards, special service. 
Michigan, Lakes. 
FITTING OUT, UNASSIGNED. 
Powhatan, Philadelphia, ordered to New York. 


Can Philadelphia, ordered to New York. F 
| nce ag ae York’ ordered to Asiatic Fleet yia Suez Cal 


nS RG TRRED 





B. F. Fassig, First Assistant Price and B. C. 
Gowing, Assistan’ 


Engineers r 
t Engineer Warner B, Beyly, Begtewain | Constellation, gunnery abip, Norfolk. 
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INTERNATIONAL NAVAL REGATTA. 
VICTORY OF OUR YANKEE SAILORS. 
[Correspondence of the Army and Navy Journal.] 
HAVANA, March 12, 1872. 

Tue stay of the Grand Duke in Havana will derive 
its chief interest to Americans from having brought 
forth the largest naval regatta considering the number 
of boats taking part and the number of nations repre- 
sented, that has taken place for many years. During 
the winter there have been an unusual number of men- 
of-war in port, but although a regatta could have been 
easily arranged at almost any time, no steps were taken 
in the matter. Last November a race took place between 
the boats of the English sloop Wiobe and those of the 
Gerona, in which the latter were successful, and the 
Spaniards were inclined to be satisfied with the laurels 
thus gained. Alexis, however, soon after his arrival 
proposed an international regatta for men-of-war boats, 
and offered to contribute all the prizes himself; and 
under his patronage the arrangements were soon com- 
pleted. It was decided that four races should take 
place: one for steam launches, another for sailboats, and 
two for boats under oars; and in order to secure perfect 
fairness, the establishment of rules and regulations was 
left to a board composed of five commanding officers, 
one representing each nationality. 

On Friday, the day of the race, there were twenty 
men of war, representing the United States, Spain, Eng- 
land, Russia, and Germany,in the harbor, and it was 
evident the international character that all the races 
would have, would render them peculiarly interesting. 
Vice Admiral Possiet had extended an invitation toa 
large number of guests to repair on board the Svetlana, 
and at twe o’clock a very fashionable assemblage had 
collected to partake of the hospitalities so generously 
tendered. The first race was for steam launches of any 
size or horse power. The launches were to meet at two 
o’clock off Morro Castle, and were then to enter the har- 
bor passing the Russian fleet, the Worcester, Terror, and 
Kansas, rounding the Spanish ironclad Numancia and 
then returning to the Svellana, near which was an- 
chored a stake-boat denoting the termination of the 
eourse. The course lay between the vessels and the 
eastern shore of the harbor, and being protected by the 
high hills on that side, the water was smooth during all 
four races. The Numancia lay about a mile and a half 
from the Morro, and a little over half a mile from the 
Svetlana so that the length of course was nearly two 
and a quarter miles, 

A few minutes after two o’clock the launches, eight in 
number, were drawn up in line across the entrance of the 
harbor, and got away together at a signal given by an 
officer of the Spanish navy. It had been generally 
thought that this race would be won by the launch of 
the Cazelle,a German frigate, and so it proved. She 
took the lead at the start, and as all the boats were car- 
rying as high a steam pressure as was deemed advisable, 
there was very little change in the relative positions 
during the race. The German launch came in first, fol- 
lowed by the steam cutter of the Worcester, and after a 
longer interval by the launch of the Zaragosa. 

The second race under ordinary circumstances would 
have been the most interesting of all, bnt the harbor was 
so crowded with shipping that it was evident that the 
race would be decided in a great measure by chance. 
Every possible precaution was taken, however, to ensure 
fairness. A hawser was stretched from the Kansas to 
the Svetlana, to which the boats made fast at a signal 
from the latter vessel. Masts were stepped and gear 
rove, but the sails were to be kept down until the signal 
sr the start. The course adopted was a triangular one, 
0 as to test the boats on all their points of sailing, and 
extended in a line at right-angles to the hawser toa 
stake-boat near Cayo Cruz in the southwestern part of 
the harbor, passing that on the port hand, and thence 
on the E. N. E. course to a second boat near the Wuman- 
cid, passing that in the same manner, and then to the 
stake-boat near the Svetlana that marked the end of the 
other course. It is very difficult to tell how many boats 
took part in this race, as many who had entered were 
withdrawn, and those who did start were so crowded at 
the hawser that it was almost impossible to count them, 
but there were probably between thirty-five and forty, 
only two of which were American. 

At balf past two a gun was fired from the Svetlana, 
and in an instant the boats had cast off their hold and 
made sail. The wind was from the S.E.,so that the boats 
were obliged to haul by the wind on the port tack to make 
the first side of the triangle. At first the prospects were 
good, but just as the mass of the boats were in a cluster, 
about half way to the turning point, there was a sudden 
squall from the southward which produced a shift of 
wind ‘and afterwards becalmed the last boats, while 
those in advance still had the original breeze. That 
part of the harbor in which the boats were becalmed was 
crowded with merchantmen, and when the breeze again 
Teached them it was from the S. S. E., making it neces- 
sary for them to beat to the first stake-boat, while the 
leading boats having tacked to windward of the stake- 
boat were running along the second side of the triangle 
With a free wind. The race was now virtually decided, 

and most of the unfortunates entangled among the mer- 
chantmen gave up in disgust. The second stake-boat 
was turned by the several boats in the same order as the 
first. ‘The first boat in was a cutter belonging to the 
Bogatire and the second one from the Svetlana, both be- 
ing loudly cheered as they passed the latter vessel. A 
cutter of the Arapiles, a Spanish iron-clad, carried off the 
third prize. 

The third race, for single banked boats, was over the 
Same course as that for the steam launches, They were 
to start from the Morro at four o’clock; and a few min- 
utes before that hour they were drawn up in line across 
the entrance of the harbor. As the channel is very nar- 
row, and there were seventeen boats waiting for the 
fignal, they formed a line from one side to the other, 
saarcely leaving room for the oars. At four, punctually, 

© signal was given and the boats got away together, 


line, but not enough to throw any boats out. There had 
been but little doubt about the first prize in this race, as 
one of the entries was a cedar barge belonging to the 
Royal Alfred, the English flagship. This boat had been 
built expressly for racing, and although nominally a 
man-of-war boat she was as frail as a paper shell, and 
was almost bound to win in a race with the man-of-war 
gigs and whaleboats competing with her. A moment or 
two after the signal the boats had commenced to sepa- 
rate and when passing the Captain of the Port’slanding, 
about three-quarters of a mile from the Morro, they had 
divided into two parties. The first cluster consisted of 
the English barge, the Wipsic’s gig, the barge of the 
Worcester, and three Russian boats, while the remainder, 
including all eight of the Spanish entries, were still in a 
confused mass astern. The English barge here led by 
three lengths, and was slowly increasingthe interval. A 
little further on the Russian boats commenced to drop, 
but the struggle between the two Americans was close, 
with a slight advantage in favor of the Worcester’s barge. 
Just before reaching the Numancia, the turning point of 
the race, the Nipsic’s gig caught up, and the two boats 
turned at the same time, about five lengths behind the 
barge of the Royal Alfred and three lengths ahead of the 
Russians, who still kept well together. On the home 
stretch the English boat widened the interval and came 
in victor, beating the Nipsic’s gig by seven lengths, the 
latter being three lengths ahead of the Worcester’s 
barge, and the prizes, amounting to £15, £7 10s., and 
£4, were awarded to these three boats. 


THE YANKEE BOATS ALL AHEAD. 


To the Americans in port the great feature of the day 
was the last race, that with double banked boats pulling 
ten or twelve oars. These races have recently become 
more common than formerly in our Navy, and some very 
exciting contests have taken place with foreign bots as 
well as between those of our own vessels. It was evident 
that this would be the best opportunity for an interna- 
tional race that has ever presented itself, and hopes were 
entertained that our Navy might be victorious, and thus 
add to the reputation for racing that it has already 
gained. The interest was not, however, wholly owing 
to the national character of the contest, but much dis- 
cussion had taken place concerning the relative qualities 
of the Terror’s celebrated racing cutter, and one belong- 
ing to the Worcester. As both these boats were entered, 
the question bid fair to be definitely decided. 

This race was appointed to take place at a quarter to 
five. Shortly before the appointed time the boats com- 
menced to assemble, and at the hour nearly twenty-five 
were drawn in a line, reaching completely acrsss the en- 
trance of the harbor, and as close to each other as they 
could be and have any room whatever for pulling. Of 
this number only three were American—one each from 
the Worcester, Terror,and Kansas. Every nation in 
port was represented. Punctually at the time desig- 
nated the signal was given by a lieutenant of the Eng- 
lish sloop ove, and the beats started. At first there was 
considerable confusion, and a few oars were broken; but 
as the boats were allowed to carry as many spare oars as 
they wished, the loss was soon repaired. The three 
American boats drew ahead at the very beginning, and 
increased their lead so rapidly that, when passing the 
Captain of the Port’s landing, the Worcester’s cutter led 
the Terror’s by a length, and the latter, the cutter of the 
Kansas, about the same; but between the latter and the 
foreign boats there was an interval of two hundred yards. 
From this point to the Numancia the struggle was close 
between the boats of Terror and Worcester, but the lat- 
ter continued to increase the lead already gained, inch 
by inch, and at the turning point was three lengths 
ahead. In turning, however, the coxswain made so large 
an arc thatthe Zerror’s boat turned inside, and at the 
commencement of the home stretch had nearly lapped 
her opponent. The result of §the race, although nearly 
finished, was yet doubtful, and by many it was thought 
that the Zerror's boat would win, more especially as 
they had hitherto appeared to row very easily. These 
hopes were, however, destined to be disappointed, as the 
Worcester’s boat soon drew clear, and came in fifteen 
seconds ahead of the Zerror’s cutter, and twenty-five 
seconds before that of the Kansas. So much interest 
had been taken in the above contest between the two 
leading boats that comparatively little attention had 
bi en given to the remainder; but now that the race was 
decided the spectators thought of the foreign boats, and 
looked down the course for them. For at least a third 
of a mile behind the Kansas’s cutter there was nothing 
in sight! In fact the interval was so large that it could 
scarcely be estimated, but an interval of nearly five 
minutes elapsed before the fourth boat made its appear- 
ance at the stake boat. When the Worcester’s cutter 
tossed oars at the end of the race, the foreign boats were 
all in a; cluster, rowing savagely, but just commencing 
the home stretch. Many of them were so disgusted at 
their defeat that they dropped out of the race, only 
twelve coming in out of the twenty-five that started. 

So ended_the races, and our Navy certainly has reason 
to be proud of the victory it has gained. In all four 
races there were entered nearly ninety boats, of which 
only nine were American, but,these nine carried off six 
prizes of the twelve awarded ; and in the pulling races 
the six American boats took five prizes of the six given, 
in the face of thirty-seven competitors. In the last race 
the American ships greeted the victors with loud cheers 
as they passed, while the crew of the Worcester, not con- 
tent with so slight a demonstration, manned the rigging 
from the trucks down, and kept up a continual hurrah. 
One enthusiastic individual took a seat on the main 
truck, and in this airy situation attracted considerable 
attention from the other vessels in the harbor by the 
zeal he displayed in welcoming his victorious ship- 
mates. 

The prizes, three for each race, were awarded at six 
o'clock aboard the Svetlana. The total value given to 
the crews was $113, and, in addition to this, valuable 
presents were given to the officers commanding the vic- 
torious boats. Although the races were for man-of-war 





there being some little crowding in the centre of the 


the owner of a sail-boat which sailed around the course 
in the second race, and came in far ahead of the first 
man-of-war boat. 








THE GRAVE OF SURGEON TRIPLER. 


A WRITER in the Detroit Free Press “R. R. G,” who 
publishes a description of “ Elmwood ” the cemetery near 
Detroit, thus refers to the grave of the late Surgeon 
Tripler: 


Upon the easterly side of the bank, ree 4 above the 
valley which now indicates the channel-bed of the an- 
cient Parent’s Creek, just south of Elmwood Chapel, a 
stone has recently been placed, which arrests attention 
from its perfect proportions, the faultless purity of its 
marble and exquisite work of the master which 
moulded it into shape. 

Upon closer examination the insignia of the United 
States Medical Corps wonld seem to indicate that the grave 
thus marked was of one who in life had been attached to 
this distinguished branch of Army service, and the 
touching fact was soon revealed that the living members, 
scattered about in different sections of the country where 
duty called them, had united to delegate one or more of 
their number to seek out the spot where re the 
ashes oi their dead comrade, to drop the tear of memory 
and friendship in their behalf, and to rear this tribute to 
departed worth, beautiful in its design, but still more 
exquisi'ely beautiful in the idea of fraternal and profes- 
sioual union thus remarkably illustrated. The monu- 
ment is of fine Italian marble, polished. From the base 
the well-modelled shaft rises urn-shaped, capped with a 
collar of stars, from which ascends a semi-rural cross 
twined with ivy. The inscription, in raised letters, 
reads : 

CHARLES STUART TRIPLER. 


Born January 19, 1806, 

Died October 20, 
1866. 
[Wreath—M. 8.] 
Faithful unto death. 
Erected to the memory of a loved, and re- 
vered brother officer by the Medi- 
cal Corps of the Army. 


Surgeon Tripler was a native of New York city, and 
an alumni of Columbia College, graduating in his twen- 
ty-first year, in the class of 1827. Heentered the Army 
October 30, 1830, serving in the Black Hawk, Florida 
and Mexican wars and the war of the Southern rebel- 
lion. 

Thirty years have passed away since Surgeon Tripler, 
at that time serving as surgeon of the post, first became 
known to the citizens of Detroit. Young, gay, brilliant 
in his profession, he became a favorite in society, with 
which he soon identified himself by wedding one of its 
most beautiful members, distinguished as well for her 
accomplishments as for her high family position among 
the old indigenous aristocracy of Detroit. Three de- 
cades form but a short career of re during this brief 
season Surgeon Tripler’s professio: honors had been 
gathered—the highest step had been reached, fame and 
rank won without stain or reproach ere his life had pre- 
maturely closed. 

Surgeon Tripler was brevetted colonel in November, 
1864, and brigadier-general in October, 1866. His ca- 
reer may be said to have culminated when, as medical 
director of the Potomac Army, the care of an entire 
Army in the ordinary routine of campaigning, as well as 
the more capital requirements of the field of battle, was 
confided to his charge. He was professionally proud of 
his position, and richly deserved the important t in 
which he unremittingly and successfully labored to care 
for the sick and wounded of that ever memorable cam- 

aign. 

P The same political mine which destroyed the foothold 
of power in the command of that Army made Surgeon 
Tripler the victim of unfounded prejudice as medical 
chief, and here his active career was brought, in the 
midst of its well won and highest honors, to an unjust 
and untimely close. ; : 
[he professional life of Surgeon Tripler, aside from his 
professional duties, deserves particular notice. Not 
alone in the tented hospital or field were his talents call- 
ed into play. He loved his profession, and was distin- 
guished in timex of peace in practice wherever located, 
and more perticularly in the college ampitheatre and 
highest circles of the most celebrated in the scientific 
advancement of the medical profession. 








On Saturday, March 9, 1872, at the residence, 59 East 
Twenty-first street, of General J. Watts De Peyster, our 
correspondent “ Anchor,” was celebrated the 107th birth- 
day of the veteran Captain, Frederic Lahrbush, who had 
just completed his 106th year. Those who have year by year 
participated in these interesting festivals dec that 
the old soldier showed no sign of breaking or decay. 
The particulars of this “ eventful life” will be found on 
pages 281 and 282, of December 23, 1865, Vol. ILL, of 
the ARMY AND Navy JOURNAL. 








SPEAKING of the al of — nee Lg hae 
ment, Mr. Cardwell, British secre’ lor war, 

the House of Commons that, instead of hindering, it had 
helped recruiting. During the last year 23,198 men en- 
tered the army, a number 1 than in any vious 
year since 1861, excepting 1870, when the military ex- 
citement caused by the war in France increased enlist- 
ments up to 24,594. Mr. Cardwell further pointed out 
that the infantry, to which short service applies, has had 
easy work in obtaining recruits, while the artillery, to 
which short service has not yet been adapted, is the only 
force which is not filled up. \ 








An Imperial decree reo: 
w Imperial pens 


cial and military harbor, with forti 





boate only, the Grand Duke gave an elegant present to 
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EADING FOR THE ARMY AND NAVY. 
‘The attention of Post Treasurers, Wardroom Messes, and in- 
dividual readers is called to the following terms of clubbi 
by the proprietors of the ARMY AND N avy JourNAL. ‘These ar- 
rangements for clubbing are made tor the purpose of reducing the 
cost of periodicals to Army and Navy readers, and this season of the 





ear is the proper time for subscribing to w' 


ications. 
TERMS OF CLUBBING. 
The Journal and the Galaxy Magaziue will be sent One Year for 
$8 00—Kegular Price, $10 0). 
The Journal and H 


alar Price, $10 00. 
The Journal and Harper’s Weekly will be sent One Year for 
$8 00— Regular rice, $10 00. 
The Journal and Harpers Monthly will be sent One Year for 
$8 0v—Regular Price, $10 00 


Th land t i 
e Journal Every Saturday will be sent One Year for $9 00 Vyiagram mailed freo. 
New York. 


lar Price, $11 00. 
The Journal and Van Nostrand’s Engineering Magazine will be 


offered | ATTORNEY AND CQUNSELLOR ATLAW, 


eekiy and monthly pub- the, Army and Navy. * 


. most desirable posts in the Department of 

arper’s Bazar will be sent One Year for $3 00 | transfer with an officer serving on the Plains or in the Northwest, heey beans 
provided satisfactory arrangements can be made. Add LIEU- sions of opinion in communications 

TENANT, Lock Box 701, New Orleans, La. 


———— 


(Brigadier-General U. 8. Army, retired), 


No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New YorK. 
Especial attention given to the legal business of officers of the 


=". 5 ss ideteatbonte = 
SECOND LIEUTENANT OF INFANTRY, 
dating from about the middle of "67, serving at one of the 
the Gulf, desires to 

ress 


) Orleans, La. __*___— 
3() BILLIARD TABLE — FULL -— SIZED 
ABBOT & NICHOLLS, 95 Liberty street, 








sent One Year for $9 00—Regutar Price, $11 00 
The Journ 
sat of 00—Regular Price $11 00. 
‘The Journal and Littell’s Living Age will be sent one Year for 
$12 00—Regular Price, $14 00. 
FOR ELEVEN DOLLARS, 
The Army and Navy Journal, The Galaxy, and Harper’s Bazar, 


or Harper’s Weekly, or Harper’s Monthly, saving Three Dollars on Board and Tuition 
Bed and Bedding, Washing and Mending, Ligbts and : 


the regular endorser y char 
FOR FOURTEEN DOLLARS, 


The Army and Navy Journal, The Galaxy, Harper’s Weekly and | Piano Lessons, 


a” or Bazar, saving Four Dollars on the subscription 
ce. 
FOR TWENTY-ONE DOLLARS, 
The Army and Navy Journal, The Galaxy, Harper’s Bazar, Har- 
=e Weed. Harper's Monthly, and Every Saturday, saving Six 
lars on the regular subscription prices, or the full subscription 
rice of the Army and Navy Journal, WHICH 18 THUS FURNISHED 
rrHout Cost TO THE SUBSCRIBER. 
If «ny other periodical or newspaper, than those above named is 
desired, 1t will be furnished in connection with the JoURSAL at re- 
duced rates. ? 
Remittances should be made to 
w. C. & F. P. CHURCH, 
No. 39 PARK ROW, N. Y. 











STATEMENT, JANUARY 1, 1872. 


—_—_ 


arose 
LIFE AND ACCIDENT 


INSURANCE COMPANY, 
OF HARTFORD, CONN. 





Assets, January |, 1872. 


Cash in Bank and hands of Agents.......--++++* 


Loans on First Mortgages Real Estate....---+-++++0++** 
Deferred Premiums (being balance of Semi-Annual and 


eoesees $245,232 55 
605,848 47 


Quarterly Premiums)..----+- pnceseensenescsecsoesss 7,754 83 
Accrued Interest (not due)...--+++ eupecdsccbaesdsssesese 18,396 68 
United States Government Bonds...-.csescecreecssreee’ 361,740 CO 
State and Municipal Bonds....--sseccecroccscsesssrees® 124,983 00 
Railroad Stocks and Bonds..c-ccccccsccocccscesesseesee® 80,860 00 
Ramis Btadlhe..s.ccserccccesoooscossrsscssooscors cores sh 265,887 00 
Railway Passengers Assurance Company’s Stock... .-++- 156,400 00 
Other Securities....-+--++++srr0r"** eeeeeese epannpeees 2,788 95 

Total Assets....+--eseeeceersereeee® pdassnshen’ $1,919,891 48 
LIABILITIES- 

Claims unadjusted and NOt AUC...seeeereeerseeeeeee® «++ -$133,379 80 

Reserve for Re-Insurance, Life Department..-. --+++++> 944,754 61 

- a = Accident Department..---- «- 164,825 70 

Total Liabilities...+--+-+++- cececccccce eccecscee $1,242,960 ll 

ee 

Surplus as regards Policy-holders...++++e++++++0000*"* . $676,931 37 





LIFE DEPARTMENT. 


Number of Policies written im 1871...++-++-* adbedadbussecee eo. 2,745 
Whole number of Pol cies written to date....----++esrs*0""" 13,326 


Life Department organized July, 1866 
Principal Features—Ample Security, 
Contract, and a Clean Cash Business. 





ACCIDENT DEPARTMENT. 


Number of Accident Policies written in WBZ]. ccccccccees 31,797 
Cash received in Premiums for same... -- cessiinkennael 

Gain in Net Premiums over 1870....+ ehecaneassae éusoens 

Whole pumber of Accident Policies written-.++------*>- 234,55 
Whole number of Claims paid to date.....0-++++++eree* 14,248 


Accident Department organized April, 1864. 


to Policy-holders. 
General Accident Policies, for the year Or month, 
Agents. Insures men of all occupations. 
J. G. BATTERSON, President. 


Gro. B. Lester, Actuary. 


States and Canadas. 
New York OFFICE 207 BroapWwayY. 


Sand the Helectic Maguaine will be sent One Year puPoRtant TO PARENTS AND GUARDIANS. 


Low Premiums, Definite Companion Briga 


DN v tar 
RODNEY DENNIS, Secretary | ¢,/onds our heartfelt sympathy. 
Cas. E. Witsox, Ass’t Secretary. 


Ke Agencies in all the Principal Cities and Towns of United 


Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 
At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va- 

in the entire English and French Course, 

Fuel, Stationery and Doctor’s Fees, per amnmum..--------- 

Per ANNUM... .-2e-eeereecereserserres ress soe” 

sia.ers simultaneously attend the school. For further particulars, 

apply for the Prospectus of the Academy. 

REFERENCES, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 


General Sherman, U. 8. Army, and lady Washington, D. ©. ; Ad- 
miral David D. Porter, U. 8. N., Washington, D. C.; Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Philae elphia; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia ; Brigadier-General 1. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; Brigadier-General L. P. Gra- 
ham, U.S. Army, San Francisco, Cal. 5 Brigadier-General Wm. 
M, Grahum, U. 5. Army, Fort Hamilton, N. Y.; Mrs. Admiral 


Dahlgren, Washingtvn, D.C. 














In the arms investigation this week the most impor- 
tant points brought forward were: In regard to the 
charge that the Springfield Armory had been used to 
make Remington Navy rifles for the French, it was 
proved that the Navy Departmeat for good reasons sold 
some newly made Remingtons, by @ contract closed 
March 21, 1871, when the French war was virtually over, 
the arms not being delivered until April. As peace had 
been concluded more than a month before this delivery, 
the sale cannot in any way affect the question of neutral 
obligations. The charge that arms were delivered di- 
rectly on board French steamers appears to be true in 
one or two cases, but it was done by arrangement be- 
tween the purchasers and the lightermen, and without 
the knowledge of the Department officers who had load- 
ed the lighters for delivery at certain wharves. Accord- 
ing to the testimony of Mr. Squires, the Remingtoms did 
not become French agents until the latter part of No- 
vember, having previously acted as commission mer- 
chants with orders from the French Government. Ww. 
S. Smoot, formerly connected with the Ordnance De- 
pariment was proved to have acted for the Remingtons 
during the leave of absence which, according to custom, 
is given to officers who intend to resign, and he did resign 
at the expiration of his leave of absence. The record of 
the third week of the investigation is as satisfactory to 
the Government as is that of its predecessors. 
—— 
Av a stated meeting of the commandery of the State 
of New York held at Delmenico’s, corner of Fifth ave- 
nuo and Fourteenth street, om Wednesday evening, 


Army, was adopted : 
Whereas, it has pleased Almig 


s country because of important eervice in positions 


who was dear to a multitude of friends because of his social virtues. 


who, by a life almost wholly and @ 


memory in tender reverence” 


Companions, 
M. T. McManon, Brevet Major-General U.S. Volunteers. 
D. L. Brawe, Commande r U. 8. Navy- 

Geo. W. PattTEN, Lieutenant-Colonel U. 8. Army. 
Committee. 


—— 
———————— 





U §. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 


e Headquarters 58 Broadway, New York city. Address 








Law. No. 111 Nassau S¢., New York. sxperience in U. 8. 
trict Attorney’s office. 


Scene sen See oe 
Ons. COMMISSIONED, BUT NOT MUS- 


In the British arm 


raised is far greater than is genera 




















LIVE GAME WANTED! 


IFTY OR MORE DEER, ALSO ELK, MOOSE, 
and other live game, for breeding pay ey delivered alive to 
° of Blooming Grove 


railroad. Address offers, with price, 
Park, 103 Fulton st., New York. Western papers please copy- 


num to this fund, while, in some cases, 
more than double that sum. 














KE" LONG, U. 8S. ARMY (RETIRED), 
é‘ ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 
§9 anp 61 LiseaTy STREET., 





March 6, 1872, the following ted ont of a committee ap-| with belligerents in materials of war, on the one hand, 
pointed to draft sessintions relative to the decease of) and proximate acts of unfriendliness, such as the fitting 
dier-G eneral Andrew Porter, U. 8.| out of vessels, enlisting of men, and commissioning of 


anes hty God to remove from our com- | ter, Mr. HAMMOND, had objected to the export of arms 
panionship General Andrew Porter, U.S. Army, a companion of to France by our citizens, or from our por ts by French 
’ - 


this Order, who died in Paris, France, January 3, 1872, and who, as} .. 
citizens. In reply, THOMAS JEFFERSON, then Secretary 


$569,964 53 | @ gentleman and soldier, Was without reproach in life; who de- 


93,496 76 | served well of hi 
234,864 | of high comme in the field, and of great public trust eleowtats which he said: “The commissioning, equipping, and 


his faithfulness, bis genial character and generous disposition ; and ‘ cape : 7 : 
lways faithfully devoted to the belligerent parties, 18 entirely disapproved, and the Gov- 


Has paid Seven Hundred Dollars a Day, trom the start, in Benefits 
service of his country, has well merited the gratitude of the people ; ernment will take e 


written by therefore, 
d, That greatly depl his death, i i P ‘ 
vant soca y deplore his death, and holding bis | (nd export arms,” which were mechanical and commer- 


, we offer to his wife and family and | . 2 ; 3 
cial callings, was one which a foreign war could not take 


y there a system of fining soldiers | then Secretary of the Treasury, 
ers 58, ron cuvM, Corresponding Secretary, = for drunkenness on a scale varying from half a crown to 
ere |a pound. The amount thus received goes to form a fund, | “ The purchasing and exporting, 
’ which is placed in the hands of the Secretary of State, 
TERED in through no fault of their own. can roosts Por set | out of which gratuities are paid to good-conduct men on 


higher rank. War claims a specialty. E. P. BROOK, late Chief 
Clerk U. 8. Sanitary Commission Claim Agency. Aseeney discharge from the army. The amount of money thus | all parties. 


regiments of the line have to pay less than £100 per an- proclamation, 
the amount is | as to neutrality was approved. Says Mr. 


J.® KIDDOO U.S. ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 
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Office, No. 39 Park Row, New York. 
SUBSCRIPTION, SIX DOLLARS A YEAR. 








The Editor does not hold himself responsible for individual expres- 
addressed to the JOURNAL- 


The postage on the JouRNAL is twenly-five cents a year, payable 


quarterly in advance, at the office where received. 


Subscribers who purpose binding their volumes at the end of the year 


d . i ber Cushions. V' bl 

balls and cues Quick Rub ushions ery portable. hould be rul to their files of the paper, as we no longer 
vveneotype it, andare not able, therefore, 1o supply all of dhe back numbers 
of this volume. 


The subscription price of THE Army AND Navy JOURNAL is Six 


Dotianrs a year, or THREE Doiiars for siz months, invariably in 
advance. Remitiances may be made in a Pos Office money order, 
United States funds, or Quartermasters’, Paymasters’, or other drafts, 
which should be made payable to the order of the Proprietors, w.c.& 
F.P. Counce. Where none of these can be procured, send the money, 
200 | pt always in a registered letter. The registration fee has been reduced 
Even more favorable terms may be made, where two or more 0 Rfteen conte, and Hs ” wou registration sysiem has Sem f found by 

the postal authorities to be virtually an absolute protection against losses 
by mail. All postmasiers are obliged to register letiers whenever re- 


zuested to do 80. 





OUR NEUTRALITY OBLIGATIONS. 


N the long debate in the Senate on Senators SUMNER'S 
and SCHURZ’s resolution of inquiry whether the Gov- 
ernment had violated its neutral obligations to Germa- 
ny during the late Franco-Prussian war, it was claimed 
by the Senators promoting this resolution, that General 
BELKNAP, Secretary of War, with knowledge of the 
President, sold arms directly to ar. agent of France, and 
that this was a violation of bona file neutrality, or, a8 
public jurists would term it, of natural or perfect 
neutrality. Tbis opens the inquiry as to what were the 
obligations of the American Government towards these 
belligerentajas to the sales of contraband of war; and, with 
all due deference to Senatorial wisdom, we assert that 
the Government, in selling contraband of war from its 
vast and not needed supplies, violated no neutrality 
whatever. With reference to the duties of neutrals, 
BYNKERSHOEK remarks that “as to what re- 
lates to the war, let them not prefer one 
party to the other, as that is the only proper 
conduct for neutrals.” Now no nation since 1789 has 
given more conclusive evidences of its strict regard to 
these obligations than the United States, or done more 
through its judicial decisicns and the writings of its 
great jurists, in treaties and in its diplomatic correspond- 
ence, toward the settlement of doubtful points of inter- 
national law, and the American people are proportion- 
ately sensitive, when it is exultingly declared, in their 
highest legislative body, that the Administration has 
been derelict in these respects. 

The question as to what neutrality demands of us in a 
case like this is not new. It arose during President 
WASHINGTON’S administration when the French Revo- 
lution was in full vigor, and France was at war with 
Great Britain. It thus early became necessary to re- 
enunciate the distinct line between commercial dealings 


officers here, for hostile operations. The British Minis- 


of State, wrote his celebrated letter of May 25, 1793, in 
»| manning vessels in our ports, to cruise against any of the 


ffectual means to prevent & repeti- 
tion of it;” but the right of our citizens “to make, vend, 


away. If our citizens exported arms on their own ac- 
count, they did it subject to capture and condemnation 
by belligerents. This is clearly laid down in “ Wheaton’s 
International Law.” 

Again, on August 4, 1798, ALEXANDER HAMILTON, 
issued a circular to reve- 
nue officers, instructing, among other things, that: 
by way of merchandise, 
any articles commonly called contraband, being general- 
ly warlike instruments and military stores, @7é free to 
” President WASHINGTON, at the next ses | 


lly supposed, for few sion of Congress, in December 1793, communicated his 


despatches, and circulars, and his policy 
R. H. DANA, 
Jr.: “The course pursued by WASHINGTON and his 
Cabinet in sustaining neutrality and impartiality, has re- 
ceived the commendations of the masters of public law : 


Tuk soldiers and sailors who participated in the late 
in all nations.” In 1796, the Hon. CHARLES Leg, of 


war are invited to participate in the ceremony of unveil- 
ing a soldiers’ and sailors’ monument at Detroit, Mich., Virginia, then Attorney-General of the United States 


trality, in which he declared: 








New Yerk City. 








on the 9th of April.] ‘ 


delivered an opinion on neu 
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That an enemy may come into the territory of a neutral nation» 
and there purchase and thence remove any article whatsoever, even 
instruments of war, is a law of nations long and universally estab- 
lished. . ° ° ° ° . ° ° 

To deny a right to either of the belligerents to carry on this frade, 
without denying it to both, would be a departure from that line of 
perfect neutrality which the United States has invariably ob- 
served. 

It is true this right may be denied to all nations, by a law to be 
passed fer that purpose at this time; but, if the reason for passing 
such a law be to impede the military operations of either belliger- 
ent power, and to favor the other, it is manifest such concuct 
would be a breach of neutrality ; consequently, while the French 
and the British are equally permitted to purchase horses (which 
by treaty were declared contraband), and export them from any of 
the States, as they heretofore have been and now are permitted, 
neither have any just cause of complaint. 

Indeed, I may add here that if the individual aitizens of the 
United States carry on a contraband commerce with either of the 
belligerent powers, neither can charge it upon the Government of 
the neutrat nation as a departure from neutrality. 

Forfeiture of the goodsand ship, is the penalty annexed to such 
acts by the law of nations; and if this were not so, it would be in 
the power of individuals to inyolye the neutral nation in war 
against its will. 

In 1819, when the British neutrality or foreign enlist- 
ment act became a law, the advocates of the bill in Par- 
liament, especially Mr. CANNING, passed the highest eu- 
logium upon the American system of neutrality as ini- 
tiated by WASHINGTON and interpreted by the Supreme 
Court. Subsequently, as the exportation of contraband 
to Spain or her belligerent colonies was prohibited, and 
war seemed imminent between France and Spain, the 
British Government, by an order in Council, revoked the 
prohibition to export arms and ammunition to Spain, so 
as to place France and Spain on an equal footing. Says 
Mr. WHEATON: 


By this measure, the British Government offered a guarantee of 
their bona fide neutrality. The mere appearance of neutrality 
might have been preserved by the extension of the prohibition to 
France instead of the removal of the prohibition from Spain; but 
it would have been a prohibition of words ouly, and not at allin 
fact; for the immediate vicinity of the Belgic ports to France, 
would have rendered the prohibition of direct exportation to France 
totally nugatory. (Wheaton Inter. Law, Sec. 439.) 

Again, in 1826, in the war between Turkey and Greece, 
Mr. Canning reiterated the same doctrines. From these 
citations it seems evident, as we remarked last week, 
“that these sales of arms were made in strict conformi- 
ty with both international and municipal law. The 
mere purchase at a neutral port of munitions of war, for 
use only in the country of the belligerent, and shipment 
to the port of the belligerent in a merchant vessel not 
adapted in whole or in part to cruising purposes, and 
without ability to resist search, seizure, or capture, is a 
lawfvl trade, and the laws of nations do not and never 
have interfered with such commercial dealings.” 

Quoting Wheaton again : 

Such a trade in contraband the neutral is not bound to prevent, 
but a belligerent may cut it off by cruising the seas, and by block- 
ading his enemies’ ports. 

On the other hand, the fitting out of a vessel in neutral ports, 
either in whole or in part, to cruise immediately or ultimately 
against the commerce of a friendly but belligerent nation, is a 
violation of neutrality, because, to protect himself, the belligerent 
would have to cruise off the ports of the neutral], and in a measure 
maintain a kind of blockade of a neutral coast, which, as neutrals 
will not permit, they ought not to give occasion for. [Wheaton’s 
Inter. Law, p. 563.) 

It is in this that the distinction lies which the Sena- 
tors moving the resolution did not choose to point out— 
a distinction notably evinced in the U. 8. Neutrality 
Act of 1818,which takes cognizance only of the last general 
class of cases. ‘“ The reason for the rule,” says Mr. Dana, 
“is that the capital and industry of the world are deeply 
and permanently involved in making, raising, and trans- 
porting for sale or consumption all articles, whether usa- 
ble in war or not; and articles which all courts, treaties,and 
writers admit to be always contraband when destined to 
an enemy’s port, are still also articles of utility and even 
necessity in peace.”” On this practical line of demarca- 
tion, the interests of peace permit the carrier to trans- 
port contraband gooods, while the interests of war per- 
mit the belligerent to capture the goods in their pas- 
sage on the high seas, and convert them to his own use. 

As the commercial sales of arms and ammunition, 
therefore, by a neutral to a belligerent are fully sanc- 
tioned by the laws of nations, and as the Secretary of 
War or the Administration did not,in permitting arms and 
ammunition to be sold, infringe perfect neutrality, nor do 
anything which would give either France or North Ger- 
many a right to complain in the slightest degree, it re- 
mains only to be considered whether any municipal law 

of the United States was disregarded in the manner of 
the sale or as to the parties to whom sold. 

An act of Congress of March 2, 1825, authorized the 
President. 


To cause to be sold any ordnance, arms, ammunition or other 
military stores, or subsistence or medical supplies which, upon 
proper inspection or survey, shall appear to be damaged or other- 
‘wise unsuitable for the public service, whenever, in his opinion, the 
sale of such unserviceable stores will be advantageous to the public 
service, the inspection or survey to be made by an Inspector-Gene- 
ral, or such other officer or officers as the Secretary of War ma 
appoint for that purpose, and the sales shall be made ‘under suck 


rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of 
War, 


By this act arms and military stores could be sold at 
such times and in such manner, either at public auction 
or private sale, as the Secretary of War should prescribe, 
and as in contemplation of law his acts are those of the 
President, practically his decision as to what arms and 
ammunition were damaged or otherwise unsuitable for 
the public service, after inspection by an ordnance offi- 
cer, became final. For upwards of thirty-three years the 
Government acted under this statute, selling damaged or 
or otherwise unsuitable arms without question, the 
whole matter resting in the judgment of the Secretary of 
War. Arms and munitions both serviceable and dam- 
aged or unsuitable, being constantly repaired and put 
in a better state of preservation, and ammunition prepar- 
ed for them by the Ordnance Department under the 
prior act of February 8, 1815. Thus stood the law when 
Congress, by resolution approved July 20, 1868— 
authorized and directed the Secretary of War to cause to be sold, 
atter offer at public sale on thirty days’ notice, in such manner and 
at such times and places at public or private sale as he may deem 
most advantageous to the public interest, the old cannon, arms, and 
other ordnance stores now in possession of the War Department 
which are damaged or otherwise unsuitable for the United States 
military service, or for the militia of the United States, and to 
cause the net proceeds of such sales, after paying all proper 
expenses of sale and transportation to the place of sale, to be de- 
posited in the Treasury of the United States. 

While the act of 1825 simply authorized a sale of un- 
suitable or unserviceable arms, this resolution was man- 
datory, and directed the Secretary of War to cause them 
to be sold,in such manner, and at such times and 
places, at public or private sale, as he may deem most 
advantageous to the public interests, leaving the deter- 
mination a3 to what arms were unsuitable solely with 
the Secretary. The Senatorial resolution, therefore, as 
first offered, so far as it might assume to inquire into 
the judgment of the Secretary in determining what 
arms were unsuitable, encroached on the well-settled 
principle of law enunciated by the U. 8. Supreme Court 
in Martin vs. Mott, “that whenever a statute gives a 
discretionary power to any person, to be exercised by 
him upon his own opinion of certain facts, it is a sound 
rule of construction that the statute constitutes him the 
sole and exclusive judge of the existence of those facts.” 

But did the Government infringe any law by the mode 
of sale? Reference to the occasion of this resolution is 
pertinent. In the report of the Secretary of War to 
Congress, December, 1867, the Chief of Ordnance re- 
ported as follows: 


As a large number of these arms and other stores are of foreign 
manufacture, and irregular and obsolete patterns, and unsuitable 
for our military service, they have been stored in New York, with a 
view to selling them. They should be sold as fast as suitable oppor- 
tunities and satisfactory prices can be obtained. 

Hence the mandatory resolution of Congress of 1868. 

It is well known that the Government at the close of 
the Rebellion had an enormous stock on hand of breech- 
loading and muzzle-loading arms of all patterns, most of 
which had been used, and by the time they reached the 
arsenals were generally in a damaged and unmarketable 
condition, requiring repair, and that for a successful sale 
a reasonable amount of ammunition of suitable kind 
should be provided, as customary, for the peculiar cali- 
bres offered. The resolution of Congress, departing from 
the previous rule, provided for an offer at public sale, 
er in other words one general notice to be given that 
this enormous stock of unsuitable and unserviceable 
arms and ammunition, then in store, would be sold, 
leaving it to the option of the Secretary subsequently to 
sell them either publicly or privately. This was before 
the Franco-German war, and was purely a commercial 
transaction, known to all, because the Secretary of War, 
in November, 1868, reported to Congress that, under the 
law, “ measures have been taken for the sale of damaged 
and unserviceable arms and ordnance stores.” And 
again in November, 1869, “ that the operations of the 
Springfield Arsenal,” among other things, have been con- 
fined “to cleaning Enfield muskets for sale,” and also re- 
porting the amount received from sales of unsuitable 
arms. The duty ofthe War Department, therefore, was 
to sell these military stores, which had become unsuitable 
by the adoption of an improved arm and calibre of am- 
munition, on the best attainable terms, and they were 
actually so sold, for cash, to American citizens. 

If, during the late foreign war, the purchasers, by way 
of trade, exported these arms and ammunition to a belli- 
gerent, subject to risk of capture, they had a perfect 
right to do it under the law of nations, as expounded by 
the U. S. Supreme Court in the case of the Bermuda. 

That high court also ruled, in the case of the Santi- 
sima Trinidad : 

That the citizens of a neutral State are not forbidden from send- 
ing munitions of war to foreign ports for sale. This is a commer- 


cial adventure which no nation is bound to prohibit, and which 
only exposes the persons engaged in it to the penalty of confisca- 
tion. 


And again, in the case of the Aleria v. Moran: 


That a neutral nation may, if so disposed, grant permission to 
both belligerents to equip their vessels of war within ee territory, 





without any breach of her neutral character. 


In the Senatorial debate, Senator Scnurz remarked 
that during the Franco-German war Baron von GEROLT, 
the Prussian Minister, had requested the American 
Government to suspend its sales for a certain time, with 
a view to purchases or advances being made by friends 
of his, which was acceded to. Now, this evinces that 
one belligerent was not favored at the expense of the 
other. 

Again, the Senator, alluding to the present Secretary 
of War, and that he was by no means willing to cast any 
aspersions upon him, said: “I have always esteemed 
him an honest man.” Our contemporary, the New York 
Tribune, in an editorial article of the 8th inst., although 
unfavorable to Government, remarked : 


Secretary Belknap is an honored seldier and anhonest man. . . 
. . There is not left any doubt as to the perfect good faith of the 
Secretary throughout; but that has never been questioned. He 
wanted to reduce the expenses of his department. He found a 
seeling that the Aymy bad cost enormously in war, and now, in 
peace, should be made as inexpensive as possible ; and he wanted 
to gratify this popular demand by realizing as many millions as 
poss. ble on arms which, as he thought, were not needed, and thus 
paying part of the expenses of his department. Nobody for a mo- 
ment questions that this was the object on which his eyes were 
fixed . . . Nobody charges that he did not get goed prices, or 
that he did not turn over the money to the Treasury. The Gov- 
ernment certainly lost no money—it probably made money by his 
operations. They seem to us to have been well intended, pecuniar- 
Uy successful. 


It becomes evident, therefore, (1.) That the sales of 
arms and ammunition by Government prior to and dur- 
ing the Franco-German war were fully sanctioned by 
the laws of nations, even if they had been made to one 
of the belligerents. (2.) That each belligerent was duly 
informed, and could, if they so desired, have diroctly 
purchased such arms, without shadow of ground for 
complaint against the other. (3.) That the duty of the 
Secretary of War, under the law, was to sell, irrespective 
of any subsequent foreign war. (4.) That he actually 
did, as was admitted in the Senatorial debate, sell only 
to American citizens, for commercial export or home 
trade, as the purchasers saw fit. (5.) That his motives 
were honest, and his actions in perfect good faith and to 
the advantage of the Government. 











Mvc# as we should deplore the breaking out of a war 
with England, we have so little to fear from it, so far as 
our selfish interests are concerned,that we can afford to wit- 
ness with equanimity the occasional bristling up of the 
British Lion when in controversy with us onsome deli- 
cate matter of dispute. In case of war, short or long, the 
manufacturing interest of this country could not fail to 
receive an enormous impetus, and when spindles enough 
to work up the cotton fabrics for our own consumption 
were once established it would be an easy matter to 
maintain theindusitry against foreign competition. The 
military result of a war is not to be predicted ; but aside 
from that, England could not fail to be a serious and 
permanent loser, while for us the end would be gain. 
This is well understood in this country, and constitutes 
an ever-present temptation to let a quarrel take ita 
course. Its tendency is to breed an indifference as to 
whether we fight or not, opposed to the usual decided 
leaning of our people toward peace. In view of this 
fact we may justly point to the restrained and quiet 
demeanor of our people on a very recent occasion,when 
nearly every journal in England was taiking war, as a 
proot of the excellent temper of Americans. 








THE news that the British iron-clad Lord Clyde, 
23 guns, was ashore ,in the Mediterranean near the 
island of Pantellaria will excite a strong feeling of 
sympathy among our own officers, for a sister service 
which seems to be under a cloud of ill luck. The ship 
has been ficated off, receiving some damage, which will 
be repaired in the dry dock of Valetta, island of Malta. 
The harrowing part of the affair will probably be the 
ordeal which now undoubtedly awaits the British navy 
at the hands of members of Parliament, the press, and 
critical correspondents. 








TAT it is possible to carry on military manoeuvres of 
the most thorough kind in a populous and highly culti- 
vated country without damaging property or wounding 
the susceptibilities of its owners is forced by the results 
of the first experiment of the English in this direction. 
Mr. Cardwell says of it, “To our great satisfaction we 
found everybody delighted ; the officers were delighted, 
the country gentlemen were delighted, so were the 
people, and we accomplished it for the very moderate 
sum named in the Estimates last year, so that there 
will be no further charge on that account. As to the 
damage, I do not believe it will exceed £1,000. 








Bris have been introduced in the House to increase 
to $50 a month the pension of Mrs. Hannah W. Sumner, 
widow of Major-General E. V. Sumner, who died March 
21, 1863, while in command of the Department of the 
West, and to authorize the payment of a pension of $50 
a month to Mrs. Mary A. Morris, widow of Major-Gen- 





eral William W,. Morris, 






































































































—— 




































































































22S Mg FA 2S 2 Se 
-- io By ie at -F 


> Ess 


SS 


St. = 
ae 





eS 


4 evade 


Se 


ome cae te 


- 


Fo ee i Oe 
a — 


fA OO a OO STL OS 


2e~ 22 . 
a Se 





514 


ARMY AND NAVY JOURNAL. 





Maron 23, 1872. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


“THE BATTLE OF THE GUNS.” 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Because certain ordnance officers, including the 
distinguished inventor, have advocated the efficiency of 
the 15-inch gun, it is not, I submit, a fair inference that 
the whole corps “stand committed ” by such advocacy, 
nor is it proved thet it is the policy or intention of the 
Ordnance Department to ignore the importance and 
utility of heavy rifled guns tor harbor defence. 

Colonel Benton is quoted to have said, in reference to 
the 15-inch gun, “ for most positions in sea-coast defence 
it is more effective than the rifle, because the range is 
often limited. . . Ithink it produces a more de- 
structive effect than the rifled gun within its range 
against an iron-clad vessel.” 

That this remark, made several years ago, was wel! 
considered at the time, is easily shown, as also that it has 
force even at the present day. For, admitting that the 
15-inch gun is a moat formidable weapon within 2,000 
yards, and pausing to consider how many of our fortifi- 
cations have fronts commanding channel-ways within 
this limit, and also that many of such fronts are pro- 
tected from attack from all positions except those com- 
manded by them, it will be seen that we have much call 
for a gun with which, as General Barnard says, “ we do 
not try to punch holes in them (iron-clads); we wish to 
stare in the whole side.” 

In a former article, entitled, “Cast-Iron for Heavy 
Guns,” it was my purpose to correct certain errors of one 
of your co ndents respecting the endurance of 15- 
inch guns, and at the same time to supply certain data 
upon which your readers might base their own con- 
clusions with respect to the merits of cast-iron and the 
Rodman system for sea-coast ordnance. It was not con- 
tended that the Rodman ordnanee was superior to the 
Krupp or Woolwich built-up guns,and no comparison 
was ever instituted; the individual opinion was rg a 
expressed, based chiefly upon the data supplied, that 
“while there may be discovered, at no distant day, heavy 

uns which can surpass in endurance any which the 
| rte system could produce, yet I maintain that the 
Rodman guns have proved themselves so reliable as to 
justify their extensive use for present coast defence.” 
And that by “Rodman guns” it was not the intention 
to exclude rifles, as shown in the preceding paragraph, 
which refers to the propriety of at once commencing the 
manufacture of “smooth-bores and rifles.” 

I feel perfectly justified in stating that officers of the 
Ordnance Department fully appreciate the merits of the 
large rifle, and that the opinion is universal that large 
numbers of such guns should be employed in coast de- 
fence. Whether these guns should be of the Rodman, 
Krupp, or Woolwich pattern, opinions perhaps vary ; 
but there is no doubt of the supreme satisfaction which 
would be afforded to ordnance officers by a properly-con- 
ducted endurance test of 12-inch Rodman, Krupp, and 
Woolwich rifles. 

Fine as is the record of the Rodman heavy guns, you 
are right, Mr. Editor, in your statement that none of 
them have been given the proper endurance test ; namely, 
fired to extremity with service charges of standard shot 
and good powder. In every case alk kinds of experi- 
mental powders and projectiles have been employed ; 
this was unavoidable under the circumstances, however, 
and a thorough proof cannot now be had without the 
necessary appropriation, 

Precisely why confidence should have been suddenly 
lost in the cast-iron rifle, 1 am unable to say, unless it 
was in the despair of finding a projectile which would 
not strain it inordinately. There is little question, 
however, but that this want may be supplied, and I see 
no reason why the 12-inch rifle should not give as great 
endurance with 60,000 pounds pressure as a maximum, 
as the 15-inch gun with 40,000 pounds pressure as a 
maximum; nor do I see any reason why the above 
pressures should be exceeded in either gun. The 
average pressure per square inch should not exceed 
60,000 pounds in the 12-inch rifle, nor 30,000 pounds in 
the 15-inch gun. In point of fact I consider the record 
of the Rodman rifles to surpass that of the smooth-bore 
guns. You have already published a summary of this 
record and shown some of the enormous strains to which 
thege rifles were subjected. One 8-inch rifle, for example, 
has endured 35 pressures recorded as beyond the capacity 
of the gauge to measure; another 8-inch, after standing 
many heavy pressures, burst at the 1,047th round under 
a pressure of 150,000 pounds per square inch; still 
another 8-inch rifle has successfully endured 845 rounds 
with many pressures approximating 100,000 pounds, 
twenty pressures of and exceeding 100,000 pounds, and 
three pressures of 150,000 pounds per square inch, while 
a 12-inch rifle endured, beside other high pressures, one 
of 150,000 pounds, two of 200,000 pounds, and finally 
= way under a pressure of 100,000 pounds per square 
inch. 

To use your own language, Mr. Editor, “Who would 
have us abandon a system of ordnance which has stood 
tests like these, which will enable us to arm our sea-coast 
with the most powerful defences known, and which is 
atill far from having worn out its possibilities of im- 
provement?” 

The English Government, after a few experiments with 
reinforced cast-iron guns, have concluded that cast-iron 
is unsuitable for heavy ordnance without so much as 
testing the endurance of the 15-inch gun in their pos- 
session. After an enormous outlay, and the lapse of 
some years, they have produced a 12-inch rifle 26,000 
pounds heavier than the Rodman, and costing, at a 
moderate estimate, three times as much. This gun gave 
way at the fortieth round under a pressure of 148,000 
pounds per square inch. Assuming that this Woolwich 
gun promises well, it can scarcely be said to have proved 
@ success, and until it bas done so, or at least made a 
better record, I presume even those most active in their 
oppositien to the Rodman guns would scarcely favor the 
immediate and exclusive adoption of the Woolwich 
system. It is knowm that General Rodman favored an 


increase in the weight of his 12-inch rifle, the weight of 
the present model being 52,400 pounds. The Woolwich 
gun weighs 78,400 pounds, so that 16,000 pounds of 
metal could be judiciously added to the 12-inch Rodman 
rifle, ey | it still 10,000 pounds lighter than the 
“ Woolwich Infant.” 

Perhaps, however, it is the Krupp system which is the 
favorite, and I suspect, Mr. Editor, that some of your 
readers have a decided leaning that way. A brief re- 
view, therefore, of the record of the Krupp guns may 
not be uninteresting or uninstructive in this connection. 
It may be well to premise that many steel guns of 
various denominations of make and calibre have burst 
prematurely. Limiting the record, however, strictly to 
Krupp guns, and omitting unnecessary details, we have 
the following compendium of results, extracted from the 
English official ‘Report on the Proposed 35-Ton Gun 
Competition,” for a copy of which I am indebted to a 
friend : 

1. On November 18, 1861, a Krupp 20-pounder burst 
at the second fire. 

2. In April, 1868, a Krupp 20-pounder burst after 132 
rounds ; heavy charges. 

8. On January 27, 1867, a Krupp 7-inch, or 110- 
pounder, burst at the second fire. 

4. At Koniggratz a Krupp field gun burst; estimated 
rounds, 150. 

5. At Koniggratz another Krupp field gun burst; 
estimated rounds, 150. 

6. At Berlin a Krupp field gun burst, killing three 
cadets. 

7, 8,9, 10. During the campaign in Austria a Krupp 
field gun burst in action. 

11. A Krapp 9.75-inch gun burst with a moderate 
charge, 

12. In January, 1869, a Krupp 8-inch gun burst at 
Berlin. 

13. In April, 1864, a Krupp 9-inch gun burst at 
Cronstadt. 

14. In July, 1866, a Krupp 9-inch gun burst in Rus- 
sia ; rounds fired, 66. 

15. In February, 1868, a Krupp 9-inch gun burst in 
Russia. 

16. In July, 1869, on the Russian frigate Alexandra 
Nevski, a 9-inch Krupp gun burst with great destruc- 
tion of life. 

And since the publication of the avove report: 

17. On September 29, 1871, a Krupp 11-inch gun burst 
at Cronstadt at the first round. 

Casualties, three officers killed and forty-one men 
killed and wounded as far as known. 

Cost of the Krupp 12-inch rifle, $30,000. 

The above record is admitted to be incomplete, but it 
does not include a few steel guns of moderate calibre 
which are known to have given a respectable record of 
endurance, and therefore in those cases where the num- 
ber of rounds is not given, it may be inferred that the 
number was exceedingly limited. Take for example the 
field guns which burst in action; it is improbable that 
any of them were fired 200 times. 

In justice to the Krupp system, it should be stated 
that great improvements are claimed to have been re- 
cently made; nevertheless, it will be observed that some 
of the foregoing dates are quite recent, and that no later 
than last September an 11-inch Krupp gun, embodying 
the very latest improvements, burst at the first fire. 
Moreover, the English journals report quite positively 
the bursting of several of Krupp’s siege guns during 
the Franeo-Prussian war, but concerning which no record 
is available. 

“ Qui non proficit, deficit,” has been thrown in the teeth 
of ordnance officers in recent articles in the JOURNAL. 
Very good; but how shall we advance without incurring 
a liability to backslide? Shall we at once take up with 
the Krupp or Woolwich system and throw the Rodman 
guns overboard ? or would it be wiser to first perfect the 
simpler system of Rodman, discover at least approxi- 
mately the limits of its possibilities, and then proceed to 
work with equal industry to beat it if we can. 

Your statement, Mr. Editor, with reference to the rate 
of firing the 15-inch gun should be corrected. The rate 
of twelve rounds per hour mentioned by the circular 
from the Artillery School, includes by error the time 
occupied in running the gun “from battery,” which is a 
feature of the drill but never obtains in practice; be- 
cause if it is desired to load “ from battery,” the gun is 
always placed in that position by its recoil, and if it is 
desired to loud from the parapet, the gun can be run 
“in battery” inafewseconds. The15-inch gun-carriage 
has been much improved, yet a fair rate of firing with 
tho old carriage is twenty rounds per hour, and although 
this includes but a limited time for “pointing,” yet the 
gun can now be traversed with great facility, and also 
with great steadiness, and not as the English have com- 
plained of their carriages for large guns—with a move- 
ment “ jerky and uneven.” 

I feel entirely justified, Mr. Editor, in stating that the 
Ordnance Department does not stand committed to the 
Rodman system any more than a just and fair apprecia- 
tion of the merits of any system would “commit” the 
corps to its qualified endorsement. Also allow me to 
state as my belief that the Ordnance Corps has not 
“made the 15-inch gun its main reliance,” and that it 
does not “ regard the question of rifles as of secondary 
importance.” Because [ have written in moderate sup- 
port of the Rodman system is no proof that I am willing 
to embrace it to the end of time and to the exclusion of 
all others, and because I maintain that the 15-inch gun 
is a formidable weapon, I cannot with reason be accused 
of ignoring the merits of the heavy rifle. Personally I 
am in favor of discarding absolutely all smooth-bore 
guns below fifteen inches in calibre, with the possible 
exception of the flank-defence howitzer. 

It is folly to believe that Congress will ever appropzi- 
ate a fund of millions of dollars for extensive home ex- 
periments with the Krupp and Woolwich systems of 
manufacture. The utmost that we can expect is the 
privilege of “ waiting and watching,” and funds sufficient 
for the occasional purchase of a foreign ntative 
gun to test in comparison with the best we may have, 








But in the meantime our coast is in a defenceless con- 
dition. We may procure two thousand 15-inch guns and 
heavy rifles for $10,000,000. Disregarding the possi- 
bilities of the system for improvement, and bearing in 
mind simply its past record, could such an expenditure 
be thought unwise simply because at some future day it 
might be found that for three or four times the money 
we might have had stronger guns. During a reasonably 
protracted war it is altogether improbable that any 
dozen of such guns would half exhaust the lowest esti- 
mate of their endurance. 

Moreover, it should be borne in mind that although 
the hollow-cast gun may be manufactured much more 
rapidly than any other kind, yet if a war were to come 
suddenly upon us, it would probably be terminated be- 
fore we had made guns enough for the proper armament 
of our present sea-coast batteries. If orders for these 
guns were given to-morrow, it would be two months be- 
fore the first gun would be completed, and with the ut- 
must exertions of the Government it would be impossible 
to complete a thousand properly-constructed guns within 
a year. 

“ The battle of the guns” is not yet fought out. Will 
it ever be so? It is folly, I submit, to await the abso- 
lute decision of so doubtful a conflict, and either funds 
should be at once supplied to enable the Ordnance De- 
partment to determine as far as practicable the respective 
merits of the more promising systems, or else the Rod- 
man system should be provisionally adopted, and the 
manufacture of hollow-cast guns be continued until 
better have been found. OZARK. 


THE NAPOLEON GUN. 


To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Str: I fear that Captain Michaelis must have thought 
either that I was“ knocked out of time” by his letter 
published January 27 in answer to mine of December 
30 last on the vexed question of the Napoleon gun, or 
that I was rude in not answering it sooner; and yet [ 
assure you that I never read it till yesterday, on the 
natal day of the blessed St. Patrick, who invented that 
queen of all weapons, the shillelah. It was then that, 
hunting through the files of the JouRNAL, which I had 
not seen for several months, I came across the captain’s 
courteous reply, and at first felt inclined to cry “ Pecca- 
vi!” in presence of the compliments paid to my unwor- 
thy self by the author. 

But, Mr. Editor, when there is a vital military princi- 
ple involved between us, and when we stand on opposite 
sides of a vital question, I am compelled to announce my 
standing distinctly, though with all duo courtesy, and 
maintain what the experience of centuries has proved 
to be the truth, against what I maintain to be dangerous 
errors, ensuring ultimate defeat on those who follow 
them for guides. 

The question between myself and the captain, as I 
understand it, is not merely that of the Napoleon gun 
against the rifle. It is one of a much wider range, yet 
easily defined, viz.: Close action v. long range. 

I think I intimated at the end of my former letter, 
though almost forgotten now, that I was willing to give 
up the light twelve for the Gatling, but not for a rifle; 
and that is just where the point lies between us. I 
maintain that the rifled 3-inch gun is not meant for close 
quarters, and that I have seen it worsted by the light 
twelve at close quarters, in a manner that was a fair 
test of the merits of both. As for the Gatling, I'd ask 
no better fun than a duel at two hundred yards between 
a battery of{the best Belgian rifled breechloaders and the 
same number of Gatlings—always provided you'll let 
me stand on the Gatling side of the question. I really 
do not know what artillery officers may think of it, but 
I do assure you, Mr. Editor, that the more battles I saw, 
the cheaper I learned to hold rifled shells ; and I believe 
that the feeling is a very common one among soldiers, 
after they have got over the moral influence of artillery 
fire at long range. 

At close range it’s a very different matter. Then a 
battery firing canister is very disagreeable to face, not 
to say a nuisance, and Gatling guns are ten 
times worse. ere I must point out to my courteous 
antagonist some slight errors in his mode of taking my 
opinions for granted, which will leave us much less at 
issue than we seem to be now. 

1st. He compares the 12-lb. canister of 27 balls with 
that of the 3.50-in. rifled gun. 

That’s not fair. A ({3.50-in. "gun is a very different 
thing from a 3-in. one. The ‘one’s a gun, the other’s a 
popgun, as far as ever I saw them used. 

d. General Morgan and myself are by no means at 
issue on the question of the weight of the 3-in. ordnance 
rifle, if I understand the “Thoughts on Artillery,” 
which,“ the court think she do.” 

When I speak of its being too light a gun, I mean as 
to weight of projectile, and I don’t believe that General 
Morgan thinks the reverse, although I cannot say, as I 
have not the honor of his acquaintance, a matter | much 
regret since the “Thoughts on Artillery” first saw the 
light. 

3d. Ihave no sentimental longing for the days of 
“personal prowess,” as illustrated in the so-called 
dragoon novels quoted by the captain, written (two of 
them at least) by a gentleman whose field experience 
has been confined to the exercise ground ; but when you 
come to talk of Seidlitz, it’s a different matter. He 
knew how to hold in his troops in shelter till the righ* 
moment, and then to sweep the field clean with a charge 
at the exact moment when it would be quite irresistible. 
Such men are not found in many centuries, and their 
mode of fighting will be as fresh and irresistible in 1972 
as it would be now, as it was at Canna, at Marston 
Moor, at Blenheim, at Rossbach, and Zorndorf, and— 
Winchester. But a Seidlitz does not grow on every 
bush. Certainly the employment of cavalry in this 
wonderful Prussian war has offered, to my mind, “noth- 
ing but a series of. aimless skirmishes, varied with a 
useless Balaclava-like slaughter, repeated by a few regi- 
ments of cuirassiers, who only demonstrated by their 








deaths the way not to doit. True cavalry work, real 
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work, I have hunted for, all through this famous war, in 


vain. 
4th. My allusions to our late war must not be consid- 
ered as in any wise “ patriotic.” They aro simply prac- 
tical. The more closely I compare what we did with 
what they did in Germany and France, the more clearly 
Lam convinced that they have not taught us much in 
field artillery. In fact, starting with a decided bent 
toward Prusso-worship, the more works I read, English 
and French at all events, the further do I get from ad- 
miring the ‘school of Sadowa and Sedan. I discovered 
so many instances of incredible good fortune on one side, 
and such horrible self-stultification on the other, that 
the only marvel to{me is how the Prussians could have 
ibly helped being victorious. German being a 
sealed tongue to me for laek of time, and, I must own, 
courage to face those ungainly gothic letters, I depend 
for the present on translations for their ideas, which, as 
far asl can judge, appear to be largely inflated with 
gas just now. Some day I suppose I shall have to go at 
them in the original, if only to be able to quote back and 
answer the old fallacy, authority, so commonly used in 
argument, and which yet proves so littlewhen you have 
got through with it. 

But all this is perhaps beside the point at issue, which 
is “ shert range vs. long.” 

The captain insists that these campaigns fought since 
Sadowa have been wonderfully “ dazzling and decisive,” 
and implies that the European experience is what ought 
to be followed, even if it clashes with our ow» 

On the contrary, I maintain that our own was gained 
under almost identically the same class of circumstances, 
added to a fair comparison of the old systems with the 
new; and that where our experience clashes with that 
of Nicaise and his school, we have four years’ work of 
all kinds to rely on for data, when he has only the prac- 
tice ground and one year’s fighting, which was all one- 
sided, simply from the Prussians “ getting the morale” 
on their enemies. 

I maintain that for battles it is necessary still to have 
a heavy proportion of either brass guns or Gatlings for 
close work, and that the party which goes most for close 
work is the one most likely to beat, with least loss of 
men ; that the army which depends on long range fight- 
ing soon becomes cowardly, and that at close quarters 
the rifled gun is nowhere against either brass or Gat- 
ling. VOLUNTEER CAVALRYMAN. 





A WORD TO THE NAVAL STAFF. 


7» the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal, 

Sm: For some time notices have appeared in the 
newspapors, in which certain staff officers of the Navy 
are spoken of as commodores, commanders, lieutenant- 
commanders, etc., of the pay, medical or engineer corps. 
A number of staff officers have also received communica- 
tions addressed in the same manner, such communiea- 
tions emanating invariably from the half dozen individu- 
als who affect this style of title. 

During the late struggle to secure a fixed and positive 
rank for the Naval staff, which resulted in the passage 
of the act of March 38, 1871, a circular was issued set- 
ting forth, in precise terms, the “Claims of the Naval 
Statf.” In this paper, it was declared in capital letters 
and it will do no harm to repeut it here, that “ staff off- 
cers do not want, as has been unjustly charged, com- 
mand of ships, nor any authority or command on shore 
or afloat over any person in the Navy, save in their own 
departments and over those under their professional con- 
tro],” and it was asserted, in equally positive terms, that 
“ staff officers do want—1, distinctive grades, with strict- 
ly profesional title, indicative of length of service and 
—2, positive rank with the line according to date of com- 
mission, as in the Army and Marine Corps. It is well- 
known that by the term “ positive” rank, the staff un- 
derstood and intended what the word simply means—a 
fixed, real, actual, absolute, substantive, unmistakable 
rank or grade to be precisely as exalted, honorable and 
privileged as that of the line. Many members of Con- 
gress objected, however, to confer upon the staff the rank 
of commodore, cominander, etc., as the case might be, on 
the ground that an undefined ‘“‘rank of ” would carry 
with it, first, the corresponding line title, and subse- 
quently, theauthority of command pertaining thereunto ; 
and the majority, while consenting to confer upon the 
staff a fixed, positive and absolute rank, wisely designa- 
ted each grade by a specific professicnal title, the equiva- 
lent of which in each of the other corps was unmis- 
takabiy defined. The medical inspector was to to be 
the same, in all respects, save the right to exercise com- 
mand outside of the medical corps, with the commander, 
that is, equivalent to and equal in all respects with the 
commander, precisely as the latter is equal to the lieu- 
tenant-colonel in the Army or Marine Corps, but he was 
to be a medical inspector and notacommander. That 
thia is the intent and meaning of the act was explic- 
itly set forth by Senator Cragin, chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Naval Affairs, who declared in the Senate: 
“The only reason why they (the staff) need any relative 
rank at all in the line corps is to define their position 
with the line officers, to give them social equality and 
official equality in everything except what pertains to 
actual command. . . . A commodore by law now 
ranks with a brigadier-general. He is not a brigadier- 
general, but he is equal to a brigadier-general socially 
and in public estimation. This is what this proposes to 
do—to place these staff officers on an equality.” To the 
same effect, General Stevens, of the Naval Committee, 
stated in the House of Representatives: “'Thefirst (point 
of difference) was in regard to whether the staff corps of 
the Navy should have actual rank, in conformity to the 
law regulating the staff corps of the Army ; or whether 
it should be an assimilated, imperfect, inchoate rank, or 
a fixed, positive, actual rank; and I think it was the 
opinion of the committee that had it in charge that this 
bill conferred upon the staff of the Navy the same rank 
and official position that are enjoyed by the Army—at 
least the same corresponding position. 

It is elear, therefore, first, that the framers of the bill 
did not intend that a medical inspector, although pre- 





cisely as exalted in rank, station and dignity as a com- 
mander, should be called a commander; second, that 
staff officers themselves, while claiming positive and equal 
rank with the line, have always unmistakably declared 
that they also wanted their distinctive grades to have 
only strictly professional titles; and third, that Judge 
Schofied and the other members of Congress were right, 
who argued that the undefined expression “rank of” 
would be taken advantage of to warrant the assumption 
of line titles and the probable subsequent claim to the 
right tocommand. After denying that we ever aped 
the titles of line officers, with what consistency do some 
of us now assume them? We have also declared that 
we do not aspire to exercise their functions of command, 
but after this, what credit will be attached to our ass er- 
tions ? 

It is but just, therefore, to the majority of the staff 
that,a public disclaimer should be made of any share in 
these absurd and unfounded pretensions, and as a mem- 
ber, and by no means a junior, of one of the staff corps, 
and in behalf of about twenty-five others of that corps, 
whose views I have ascertained as I have met them, 
without having entered into correspondence on the sub- 
ject, I desire to reiterate our former declarations that 
we neither aspire to command, nor to wear the uniform, 
occupy the quarters nor bear the titles of the line, and 
that the attempt to do so meets with no sympathy from 
ourselves and we believe none from an overwhelming mu- 
jority of the several staff corps; first, because we are sat- 
isfied with and are proud of our professional titles, and 
would rather give them greater prominence than endeav- 
or to conceal them; second, because even if we did de- 
sire to ape these titles, the law gives us no color of au- 
thority to do so; and third, because having no such au- 
thority, we can only gratify a pitiable vanity by using 
these titles surreptitiously among ourselves, not daring 
to append them to our official signatures, nor to require 
them from the members of any other corps. It is sub- 
limely ridiculous for a party of staff officers to ‘“ gener- 
al,” “‘ commodore” or “ captain” one another, when they 
know that no one else will do so, and when their folly 
is not only painful to their brethren of the staff but 
prejudicial to their common interests. So far from be- 
ing flattered or gratified by the receipt of letters bearing 
such addresses, I know that it is exceedingly offensive to 
a majority of the corps, and I therefore appeal to the 
staff to universally discountenance the practice. 

Congress having conferred upon us a rank, which it 
defined to be positive and absolute, it is to Congress that 
we must appeal if the law is not faithfully executed. 
Me:nwhile let us take care that the law is not overstep- 
ped on our own side, and let us devote ourselves to the 
improvement of the staff in professional acquirements, 
zeai and efliciency, and make good our assertion that we 
sought rank in recognition and reward of faithful and 
meritorious services in our own several chosen avoca- 
tions. 

A member of the medical staff of the Navy, who is not 
ashamed to be called Docror. 

March 5, 1872. 


STRATEGIC MISTAKES OF THE PRUSSIANS. 


AN interesting, suggestive, it might be said instruc- 
tive, little work has just appeared at Paris under this 
title. It isin answer to von Wickede’s “ Strategic Mis- 
takes of the French.” While conceding the ignorance 
and incapacity of the French generals, its author, Amé- 
dée le Faure, charges the result in gross to unrelenting 
fatality—using the word fatality because incapacity does 
not suffice. Then, with graceful avowals of the real 
capacity of the German generals, he enters upon his 
military considerations. 

He says that the genius of a von Moltke, backed by 
a Blumenthal, could have counted upon Failly's obe- 
dience of orders, or of his not hastening to the assis- 
tance of McMahon with the cannonade of Woerth in his 
ears. 

On the same day the Prussian staff had divined that 
the French generals, hearing the cannons of Forbach, 
forewarned besides by four successive despatches, would 
not bring up reinforcements to the defenders of Spik- 
eren—from which they were distant only a few miles— 
reinfercements sufficient to secure a French victory. 

The army of Frederick Charles required eight to ten 
days to get up under the fire of Metz. Could any one 
hope that the French troops could use up this space of 
time in accomplishing the few miles which lay between 
them and the city so that they could not commence their 
retreat upon Verdun before the 14th, instead of the 10th 
or 11th? 

Was it to be presumed that Bazaine, victor at Grave- 
lotte—for the Germans themselves are not serious any 
longer in denying the French victory of the 16th— 
would have wasted the 17th, instead of continuing the 
movement? To what would all the science of the Prus- 
sians have amounted if Bazaine, instead of remaining at 
Plappeville, with the Guard and Reserve Artillery had 
come up to the support of the Sixth corps, since on all 
the other points victory, so to speak, was no longer in 
dispute? 

What ,fatality compelled the march on Sedan when 
the Minister of War had indicated, almost ordered, the 
plan which rendered useless all the celerity of the Prus- 
sians ? 

Did the Emperor William know beforehand that in 
Paris, as at Metz, the troops would have at their head a 
guardian of the public monuments rather than a gen- 
eral? 

Had he foreseen that the French Marshals would ne- 
gotiate, in place ef fighting; that Bazaine would surren- 
der just in time to leave Frederick Charles to be free to 
fall upon the Army of the Loire; tuat General Trochu 
would make his sortie on the 30th November, when the 
vietory of Coulmiers renderedthe on 9th the junction 
almost certain ? 

Recall, again, the day of the battle of Mans, which, 

even to the last, continued so uncertain that Prince 

Frederick — — ag Sa waited for o mor- 

row te renew his attack. e Freach general, Chanzy, 

was dangerously sick, } 











Then, again, Mons. Le Faure, while admitting the 
superiority of the Germans, repeats that this evil fortune 
which raged against us was because “the gods would 
have it so.” 

Undoubtedly the arrival of Failly would not have as- 
sured the victory to the French at Woerth. It would, 
nevertheless, have permitted McvMahon to defend the 
Vosges, since the German critic concedes that success 
there, at Weerth, “ depended on a single hair.” 

Neither the Prussian calculation, however exact, nor 
their knowledge of the French determination, however 
certain, as it may have been, could have imagined that 
French generals would have been breakfasting while 
their soldiers were dying like heroes; that Marshals of 
France would refuse to profit by the victory which the 
courage of their troops had won; or that they would 
negotiate with an enemy scarcely superior in numbers; 
and, to sum up, that the chiefs of an army would neg- 
lect the god of battles to pay court to St. Geneviéve. 

While the Prussians admitted all this incapacity, and 
hardly deceived themselves, this totality of strange and 
incomprehensible events must have exceeded their com— 
prehension ; and, after the surrender of Metz, to cite 
only one example, Prince Frederick Charles confessed to 
a French colonel of the general staff that Bazaine’s con- 
are was a mystery which he gave up all attempts to ex- 
plain. 

Nevertheless, without questioning the combined valor 
and capacity—genius, if the term is preferred—of Count 
von Moltke, is it exactly true that even such intelli- 
gence cannot commit errors? The war of 1870, doubt- 
less, demonstrates a high capacity, a profound science; 
but was everything in this series of inarclies, of battles, 
calculated, weighed, the result of reflection, as the 
world is pleased to believe? And was there not some- 
times a place to be found for a doubt, even for an 
error ? 

Turenne, Condé, Masséna, Napoleon blundered more 
than once. In the history of great strategists shall the 
glory belong to Count von Moltke alone of having never 
made a mistake? 

Every unprejudiced person who has studied this cam- 
paign has already discovered errors more numerous than 
is generally believed on the part of the Prussian staff, 
Let us consider them briefly, not in the spirit of hyper- 
criticism, but to kindle in the heart a more lively hope 
of retaliation, which will render the work of some future 
day a sure thing: 

At 4 o’clock P. M., 6th August, the Prussians are 
masters of the battle-field; after General Douai Mc- 
Mahon is beaten, Wverth and Reischoffen are in the 
hands of the Prussians. By prolonging the struggle, 
even to the last cartridge, the Marshal had rendered a 
retreat an impossibility. After fasting for twelve hours 
(the American troops often fought a longer space of 
time on empty stomachs without wincing), used up by 
this superhuman combat, the soldier is, incapable of 
any further defence. Scarcely able to fly, exhausted by 
the heat, without hope, without energy, he lets himself 
fall along the road, at the risk of being crushed by the 
caissons that rolled by at a gallop. The voice of the 
officer is no longer listened to; it is not a retreat, but a 
rout. 


Nevertheless, he must fall back as far as Saverne (say 
30 miles), and the Prussian cavalry—this marvellous 
cavalry which was so often to develop the extent of its 
audacity—can let itself out in pursuit of the fugitives, 
—e without pity, and gathering up prisoners at 
will. 

Resistance is impossible. On this point every officer 
agrees; and the twenty books or pamphlets which have 
treated this sad subject present such a picture of this 
rout that no one any longer discusses the hypothesis of 
any further effort. 

McMahon’s army, then, is on the brink of destruction, 
and these 25,000 men who ran witless along the road to 
Saverne cannot escape. 

The Prussian cavalry does not budge. Nevertheless, 
they had not charged like our two regiments of intrepid 
cuirassiers, amid the hop-vine and poles; they had re- 
mained in the rear, away from the field of battle, and 
not a man, not a horse had been hit. 

The Fourteenth dragoons and the Hussars 'of the 
North advanced to the south of Reischoffen, captured the 
money chest of McMahon, and, satisfied with this easy 
achievement, did,not dream of pursuing the fugitives. 

This fault was so serious that the German official re- 
port is eager to conceal it. “As the German cavalry 
held itself in readiness,” so it reads, “ the pureuit could 
be made with great energy, which would have changed 
the retreat into an absolute rout. It was kept up as tar 
as Saverne, more than 30 miles from Woerth.” 

This statement is radically false. McMahon’s report 
says frankly: “We have not been sharply pressed.” 
L’ Offciel of the 8th August contains the following des- 
patch: “The enemy has not pursued Marshal McMahon 
with vigor.” 

Moreover, not to permit the least doubt of this, it suf- 

fices to read the German despatches. The official report, 
made some time after the event, might have been ar- 
ranged so as to cover up mistakes; but, on the evening 
of the battle itself, the Prince Royal telegraphed to Ber- 
lin: “The French have been thrown back on Bitche,” 
and the 8th August, two days after the fight, he con- 
firmed this first representation: “The enemy has re- 
tired on the road to Bitche.” It is therefore very evi- 
dent thatjthe Prussian pursuit was not very serious, 
since, at that date, 8th August, they still believed 
that the French had fallen back upon Failly’s corps, 
when, instead, they had taken an opposite road, that to 
Saverne, 
M. von Wickede, the German military critic, more- 
over acknowledges frankly that a great fault was com- 
mitted: “ As our pursuit of the French army after the 
battle of Woerth left much to be desired, and as the ad- 
vantages were not as yet derived from our cavalry, so 
numerous and so capable—advantages which subse- 
quently were so happily employed—McMuhon witk- 
drew somewhat in good order greatest part of his 
amy aqapss the Vosges.” 
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This first and inexplicable fault preserved for France 
twenty-five thousand soldiers, which served as the nu- 
cleus of a new army. ANCHOR. 


THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


Freta Inrantry.—The Fifth has covered itself with 
** Jegal lore’’ by selecting for its commander the somewhat 
prominent criminal lawyer, Mr. ‘‘ Charlie ’’ Spencer, laying 
aside the Hammer of the Ninety-sixth. The regiment, it is 
stated, has now secured what it has long sought —wealth and a 
conspicuous commander, who promises to make new everything 
in the regiment, except men and military, of the latter of which 
he is as ignorant as civilians generally are. Since the elec- 
tion, however, we learn, many applications, mainly from 
former clients of the present commander, have been made for 
admission, and the regiment, according to the words of its 
commander, will soon parade a thousand strong. Lunching 
and wining followed the election, at the Metropolitan Hotel, 
and the officers of the Fifth are in high glee over their new 
commander, who fascinates our German friends with his elo- 
quent and fine elocutionary display. He likewise addressed 
the regiment at the State Arsenal on Monday evening, at 
the close of the drill, and his ‘‘ flow of soul’’ had such an 
astonishing effect on the members of the command that, 
soon after the drill, or at the conclusion of the speech, the 
new commandant found it necessary to entertain the mem- 
bers with a ‘‘ feast of reason.” 

The Fifth has not shown wuch military experience or knowl- 
edge essential in its selection of a commander; but it has ay 
least chosen a gentleman of American instincts and quick 
intelligence. Colonel Spencer seems thoroughly alive to the 
requirements of his new position and his duties to the regi- 
ment which he commands, and we await with interest the 
events of the fature before we jccide what sort of a militia 
officer “Charlie ’’ Spencer will turn out to be. He is cer- 
tainly ‘‘smart’’ enough to make a good colonel if he gives 
his whole mind to it. 

Seventh Ixnrantry.—The right wing of this regiment 
(Companies H, A, D, G, and C) assembled for battalion 
drill, in fatigue uniform (white belts), on Friday, March 22, 
and the left wing (Companies I, B, F, K, and E) will assem- 
ble for the same purpose, in fatigue uniform (white belts), 
March 26. Assembly at 8 o'clock Pp. uw. Sergeant James P. 
Burrell, left general guide, has been appointed right general 
guide, and Corporal Charles S. Livingston, ef Company I, a 
sergeant, and detailed as left general guide. Sergeant Ed- 
mund B. Horton, Jr., has passed the Board of Examination, 
and received a warrant as first sergeant of Company G. 





Eveventas Brigade, Seconp Diviston.--This brigade and 
division has been called upon to mourn the loss of one its 
most faithful, popular, and efficient soldiers, in the death of 
Colonel William J. Irwin, the former chief of the Eleventh 
brigade staff, who expired at his late residence, Brooklyn, 
on the 15th inst. The deceased some months since resigned 
his position in the State service on account of declining}health, 
caused to & degree by family affliction, but he never at any 
time lost his interest in the service to which he for so long a 
time was attached. Previous to and during his administra- 
tion of the affairs of the Eleventh brigade he drew around 
him many dear personal friends, and his genial nature and 
thorough soldierly qualities won him the respect and regard 
of all with whom he camein contact. By all these the mem- 
ory of Colonel Irwin will ever be kept green. Colonel Irwin 
joined the eighth company, Seventh regiment, in 1856, but 
three years later was transferred to the Engineer corps of the 
Thirteenth regiment, with which body he did duty in 1861, 
being promoted to the position of sergeant-major, before the 
return of the regiment from the war. Shortly after he was 
elected first licutenant of the Forty-seventh regiment, and 
with that body entered into the United States service at 
Fort McHenry, Baltimore, under General Morris, where he 
was made post adjutant. In 1863, during the service of the 
regiment in Pennsylvania, he was promoted major, and sub- 
sequently lieutenant-colonel. Upon the election of Colonel 
Meserole to command of the Eleventh brigade, Colonel Irwin 
was appointed assistant adjutant-general and chief of staff, 
which position he retained until ill health compelled him to 
relinquish the duties of the office. Upon assuming the duties 
cf the position, he rendered very valuable service in organ- 
izing and raising the standard of the ‘* Gray Brigade”’ to 
its present efficiency, and for meritorious service he received 
the brevet rank of colonel from Governor Hoffman. 

The remains were interred on Sunday last at Mount Olivet 
Cemetery, L. I., without military honors, the family having 
declined a military display of any character, although Colo- 
nel Austen, commanding the Forty-seventh Infantry, offered 
the services of the regiment as an escort. The funeral was 
largely attended by officers and ex-officers of the National 
Guard, and was quiet and unostentatious. 


First Bricape, Fist Division.—The proceedings of a 
regimental court-martial, convened by S. 0. No. 23, series 
1871, from these headquarters, and of which Captain Henry 
M. Collyer, First cavalry, is president, are approved, subject 
to appeals as allowed by law, except in the following cases : 
Bernard Kling, Charles Tappe, Troop G; William Ahrens, 
Troop C ; Peter McCormick, Edward Burke, Michael Sean- 
lon, Patrick Jackman, Michael Irvia, Troop F; Henry 
Wendt, Frederick Von Axtel, and George Kurtz, Troop K. 
It appears that the above deiinquents were also excused for 





absence on 25th October, 1871 (inspection), on account of 
**stormy weather; ’’ the acceptance of this excuse is im- 
proper. The following delinquents were also excused by the 
court: Patrick Mulhall, Troop F, for absence on 25th Octo- 
ber, 1871, on ground that he could not obtain a bridle or 
saddle ; this too is evidently improper; Philip Fredericks, 
Troop G, for absence on 10th April, on ground that he owns 
no horse, and was out of town—it appearing that he was duly 
warned to parade—absence from the city should not have 
been accepted as an excuse. Henry Grief, Troop A, was 
absent from all drills and parades during the year 1871, and 
was excused on account of his business, he being a car con- 
ductor; this was alsoimproper. Ifa man’s business prevents 
his attendance at drill or parade, particularly for such a 
length of time, he should have been fined. The proceedings 
in the above cases are accordingly disapproved, and the 
court is admonished that the acceptance of such excuses on 
its part shows an ignorance of the requirements of military 
discipline that cannot be allowed to pass unnoticed. 

Austen's Comptnep InrAntry AND ARTILLERY STREET 
Freaine.—In the last issue of the JouRNAL we made known 
the fact that Colonel David E. Austen, the enterprising and 
intelligent commandant of the Forty-seventh Infantry, 
Brooklyn, had instituted a simple plan whereby a battalion 
of infantry and battery (howitzer) could be far better han- 
died, and do far greater service in streetfiring than by 
the prescribed positions and movements as found in the New 
York State Regulations, which in many instances are almost 
impracticable. Street firing, or the proper mode of dispos- 
ing of troops in the contracted avenues of cities or towns, is 
but rarely practised, we regret to say, among our National 
Guard commands, and therefore scarcely understood by one 
out of ten commands in the service. The practice of street 
firing is, perhaps, far more simple than many of the battalion 
field executions in which regiments year after year prac- 
tice; but there are no movements more important to the 
State troops, or requiring more practice, than these very 
simple executions. Militia troops should at all times com- 
prehend the proper mode of using the most effective means 
of quelling a riot or dispersing a mob. In fact, a knowl- 
edge of street firing, and enforcement of vigorous discipline, 
are far more essential in the National Guard than the move- 
ments by battalion, as now necessarily practised so exten- 
sively among all miltary commands. The system of street 
firing, as suggested by Colonel Austen, and proposed to be 
publicly exhibited in the streets of Brooklyn, E. D., some 
time next month, is based upon the idea that with breech- 
loading arms firing will be much more rapid by single com- 
pany than by a continued change of companies, as provided 
for in the General Regulations of the State. The formation 
consists in placing sections of battery in the right and left 
wings ; companies of infantry in column, both in front and 
rear of the sections; while the flanks of the battery are pro- 
tected by companies of infantry marching by the flank in 
column of twos. In a reginent of eight companies this 
simply forms two squares, in which the battery or sections 
thereof are handled. Ina regiment of ten companies the 
extra companies are either formed in column in the centre, 
or else are caused to march in column of twos on right and 
left of the band, staff, etc., which at command, “ Street 
firing,’ form in centre of column. In this latter formation 
a continuous line of flankers is established from the right to 
the left of the column, while the column is rather more com- 
pactly formed by the latter formation, either being admissi- 
ble and as the commandant may direct. The following is a 
plan of the formations referred to : 

FIRST FORMATION. 
Right Wing. 
Column of Company. 


SECOND FORMATION. 
Right Wing. 
Column of Company. 
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In firing, the action by rank is adopted, on the ground 
that one rank will in this case be always prepared to deliver 
fire. Whenever the command is brought to a halt, the flank 
companies face Gutward, while the company at the rear of 
column faces to the rear. Fire from the squares may then 
be delivered to the front; right wing—by right flank ; 
right wing—by left flank; left wing—by right flank; left 
wing—by left flank ; and to the rear. 





When firing by battery, at the cautionary commands the 








company in the direction in which firing is ordered immedi- 
ately breaks by platoon and marches right and left from its 
centre—the necessary orders being provided—this leaving 
the front clear, the sections of battery fire by the following 
orders : Battery, action front; right wing—battery, action 
right ; right wing—battery, action left ; left wing—battery, 
action right ; left wing—battery, action left; fire to the rear 
in battery. 

After the call ‘‘Cease firing,’’ the companies, which move 
to right and left by platoon, immediately close up, by order 
provided, into their primary positions. 

It is also provided, if necessary, that the entire flank may 
fire, i e, second, fifth, eighth companies (ten company forma- 
tion) ; or left wing companies, third, sixth, ninth. 

If deomed expedient (discretionary with commandant), two 
companies may be placed in advance of the right wing sec- 
tion of battery ; and to fire by battery in this position, both 
companies in advance of section break by platoon to right 
and left, and the command is given, ‘‘ Forward on battery,” 
the battery in this case advancing to line of leading company 
to deliver fire. 

All file-closers march on inner flank of coluwn. Firing is 
provided for by more than a single front of a wing, or by 
several fronts of both wings simultaneously, the lieutenant- 
colonel and major, under direction, giving orders prescribed 
for the colonel when ordering fire by a single front. 

Seconp Brigaps.—The following promotions and ap- 
pointments are announced on the staff of Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Fank, commanding this brigade : Major John IL. French, 
engineer, vice Sattig, resigned; Captain William D. Bruns, 
Jr., ordnance officer, vice J.T. Smith, promoted; Captain 
A. E. Georgi, commissary of subsistence, vice Scheu, failed 
to qualify ; Captain William H. Gunther, Jr., aide-de-camp, 
vice French, promoted; First Lieutenant Burton Drew, 
aide-de-camp, vice Bruns, promoted. 

Nintu Ineantry.—The election for colonel in this com- 
mand, ordered for the 14:h instant, has been postponed 
until the 28th instant, the officers not being fully prepared 
to cast their votes until Colonel Blanchard, the favorite can- 
didate, returns from the South. The regiment is now drill- 
ing by division, and we trust the companies generally give 
better exhibitions of proficiency than those which A and D 
gave at a division drill of these commands witnessed last 
week by our representative. The two companies paraded 
some twenty-four files, and the mistakes on the part of the 
senior commandant (A) were most disgraceful for an officer 
having any pretence to knowledge. It looks badly for a 
senior commandant to forget the designation of his division, 
especially when the battalion comprises (wo divisions only, 
or in a successive formation to ‘‘support arms’’ by division, 
or for one company to dress by the left and the other by the 
the right, leaving, at least, the gap of a half company front, 
etc., etc., etc. The men did well enough; but scch inatten- 
tion, to put it mildly, as was displayed by the senior officer of 
this division, we trust, for the reputation of the regiment, is 
not frequent. 

Forty-seventh Inrantry.-—-This regiment will assemble 
at the armory in fatigue uniform for drill and instruction in 
street firing as follows : Monday, April 8, 15, and 22. Roll 
call of companies (assembly) at 8 o’clock r.m. A full at- 
temdance is required at the above drills, being preparatory 
to street practice (with blank cartridges), in conjunction 
with the brigade howitzer battery. Commandants of com- 
panies are directed to give immediate attention to the in- 
struction of their commands in ‘ loading and firing.” The 
shooting gallery in the armory for rifle practice has been 
completed. A thorough knowledge of the use of the breech- 
loading arms may be here acquired, as well as improvement 
in marksmanship, and the efficiency of the regiment will be 
greatly increased by frequent practice. Companies are urged 
to adopt prize competition. The active efforts of members in 
recruiting during the past year is plainly evidenced in the 
increased numbers of the regiment. With the addition of 
Company K, now mustered into service, and the same ratio 
of increase continued for the present year, the Forty-seventh 
will show the largest number at annual inspection of any 
regiment in the Second division. A single recruit from every 
member of the command will ensure the largest regimext in 
the State. The result is worth the effort. H. M. Pearse has 
been appointed right general guide, vice J. J. Davies, re- 
signed, and J. N. Freeborn, left general guide, vice H. M. 
Pearse, promoted. First Sergeant John H. Brennen, Com- 
pany C; Sergeant John J. Davies, Company I; Private Ed- 
ward Bookhout, Jr., Company C, have been discharged by 
expiration of term of service, and Wm. Hausmann, Company 
D, by physical disability. Abram Folk, announced in Gen- 
eral Orders No. 1 discharged on account of physical disa- 
bility, should have read “‘honorably discharged by reason 
of expiration of term of service.’’ 

The long talked of new band of many leaders, just organ- 
ized by this command, gave its inaugural concert to a large 
and appreciative audience, at the regimental armory, Brook- 
lyn, E. D., on Wednesdayevening. The concert, which par- 
took of a military reception to a large degree, drew forth an 
assemblage of the Burg’s best society, and the handsome 
uniforms of the band and the character of the music were 
the ;features of the evening’s entertainment. This concert 
was given to defray the expenses of the new uniforms of the 
band members. The band numbers thirty pieces, and has 
for leaders Messrs. Conner and Schreider. Dancing followed 
the concert, and the whole affair passed off pleasantly, un- 
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der the direction of Colonel 
Doughty, and Lieutenants Brower and Wethersbee, of the 
reception committee ; Lieutenant-Colone) Rogers and Major 
Bush, of the executive; and Captain Powell, Lieutenant 
Foster, and Sergeant-Major Renshaw, of the floor. 


Twesty-THIRD Inrantry.—The bill appropriating one 
hundred and fifty thousand. dollars for an armory for this 
command in Brooklyn passed the New York State Senate on 
Wednesday last. Now fora growl from taxpayers, the eco- 
nomical but well-intending Hugle, and rival organizations. 
Ilowever, the “ passage of the Senate’’ unfortunately does 
not quite give this /itt/e sum over to the gallant Twenty- 
third. 

The third social concert and hop of the regiment will be 
held at “ Barnham’s Academy of Physical Culture ’’ on this 
(Saturday) evening. 

Fiety-vrirta Inrantry.—On Sunday last the right wing 
of this command, comprising Companies C, I, G, and F, 
paraded sixteen files strong, under command of Major Ful- 
ler, as funeral escort and as mourners to the remains of the 
late commandant of Company G, Captain Edward B. New- 
master. Company G, under the command of Captain Boehrer, 
of Company F, performed the funeral honors proper, accom. 
panying the remains to Greenwood Cemetery, the place of 
interment, the remainder of the battalion halting and return- 
ing at the ferry. The escort formed a very imposing dis- 
play, the regiment appearirg to good advantage, and exhib- 
iting by so large a turnout a heartfelt sympathy for a de- 
ceased comrade. Captain Newmaster was originally elected, 
as a civilian, first lieutenant of Company F, September 24, 
1869, and January 21, 1870, captain of Company G. He 
was a warm-hearted, generous companion, and during his 
service in the regiment drew to him a large circle of friends. 
Few officers won so rapidly the friendship of comrades, and 
few, let us also state, were so full of generous impulses. 

Death, we regret to state, still continues to make vacan- 


cies among the officers and ex-officers of the National Guard. 
On Wednesday last the ex-commander of this regiment, Col- 
onel Le Gal, died in this city, after a long perd of ill 
health. Colonel Le Gal was one of the Fifty-fifth’s organ- 
izers, and for many years commanded the regiment with 
great.pride and marked distinction, resigning his position 
some three years since, and retiring from his long-chorished 
‘* Garde Lafayette,’’ which has since been almost reorgan- 
ized. 

Various Irems.—In view of the great apathy and lack of 
knowledge on the part of the militia in regard to rifle shoot- 
ing, it has been suggested that the State make compulsory 
the firing of at least sixty rounds annually per man, in three 
classes, and make contingent the aid it gives, with this con- 
dition, coupled with the drills as already required. Without 
this compulsion, experience proves that there will never be 
much love of or skill in shooting, among the National Guard 
It will be remembered that the New York State Military 
Association at its last meeting proposed among other things 
that the State issue twenty rounds of ammunition annually 
to members of the State force, and that an instructor of 
musketry be detailed or appointed in each infantry regiment 
whose duty it should be to look after this matter and see 
that the troops are properly instructed in this branch of the 
service, and also that a correct record be kept of the practice 
and ammunition expended. The Sixty-ninth Infantry, we 
observe by last regimental orders, has made the Srst move- 
ment in this dircetion, having detailed a captain as instructor 
of musketry, a lieutenant and several non-commissioned 
officers as assistants. We do not know what Colonel Cava- 
naugh proposes in this matter. but if the appointees under- 
stand their business much good result will spring therefrom. 
see. Company A, Eighty-fourth regiment, is now being re- 
organized, and expects by the middle of the week to be ready 
for mustering in. The commandant, it is stated, will be an 
ex-member ef the disbanded Thirty-eeventh, whose experi- 
ence in the militia, and during the late war in the volunteer 
service, will no doubt cause this company to take a front 
rank in point of discipline and drill.,....General Sniper has 
introduced a bill in the Legislature providing for the em- 
ployment of as many clerks in the several military depart- 
ments of the staff of the State as may be actually necessary. 
We presume this applies, as the ‘‘staff of the State,’’ solely 
to the departments at General Headquarters, Albany. But 
if it is applied to the ‘‘ staff of the State,’? as required by all 
regimental. brigades, and divisions of the State force, an 
entirely new face is put upon the mattter. The departments 
at General Headquarters, we had presumed, heretofore had 
always ample provisions in this regard; therefore it cannot 
possibly refer to an increase of the force. There is room, 
however, for improvement in routine clerical duties, by the 
employment of clerks at all the last-named headquarters ; 
and as the State require these headquarters to be always ‘‘ up 
to time,”? we would suggest the expediency of the State pay- 
ing fer the employment of the necessary clerk or clerks as 
assistants to all chiefs of staff. All first class organizations 
now employ assistants in this regard, but in most instances 
the expenses are either paid by the commandants or taken 
from command funds The ‘* Webber Guard,’’ Company 
G, Seventy-first Infantry, held a reception at Robinson Hall 
on Wednesday evening, which drew together not only many 
beautiful women, but many brave men. The whole affair, 
with Eben’s fine music, was one of the pleasantest of the 
season. Vive le Webber! 


OUT OF-TOWN-ITEMS. 

PENNSYLVANIA.—The State Legislature, as regards mat- 
ters periaining to the State militia, seems to be fast falling 
into the condition of indifference, exhibited prior to 
and during the war, when New York and other States were 
called upon to protect the Pennsylvania border from the inva- 
sionof Lee’sarmy. The State was then taught the necessity 
of a militia organization, and at the close of the war awoke 
irom its lethargy and commenced the formation of a National 
Guard. During the past ten years, however, despite thewell- 
deservingJefforts of many of its officers, the organizations 
have dwindled to a degree almost unparalleled ; and aside 
from the First division, located in and about Philadelphia, 
there is not a regimental organization in the State worthy of 
the name. Yet this very division alone, according to the 
last inspection returns, does not muster 2,000 men, and the 
strongest regiment numbers only a a little over 300 men, 
and the largest brigade five hundred and fifty; and this in 


Austen, Captains Lamb and | one of the largest States of the Union, having a population 
of over three and a half millions! 


Let us see how this great 
State supports its National Guard. It is by a commutation 
tax on its citizens, a portion of which only is ever collected, 
and the remainder or most of it con 


collection, as in the case of many States that 
have used this inefficient means of supporting a 
militia. Expenses of armories, rentals, warming and 


lighting, uniforms, and all other expenses that accrue during 
the term of five years’ enlistment as prescribed by law, are 
not paid by the State, but by the individual members them- 
selves. Membership brings exemption from jury duty, but 
outside of this no other remuneration is allowed. New York, 
with all its illiberality, does far better than this. A bill is 
now before the Legislature fur a reorganization, and 2 more 
liberal provision of the law relative to the National Guard ; 
and how this billis being supported, perhaps the Philadel- 
phia Sunday Republic can best tell, from which we quote as 
follows : 

The prospects of the unfavorable action on the part of the Legis- 
lature gives but little hopes of the adoption of the military bill. 
The wise men of that body have learned but little or nothing of the 
lesson of the last war, aud appear to forget that the expenditure of 
some thir. y-five thousand dollars in payment of the troops of the 
Ninth division prubably saved the destruction of property to the 
amount of more than as many millions Curing the Scranton riots 
of last year. Cutthe number of the National Guard down to ten 
thousand men, if you will, but do not leave the State without a man 
or a musket that they have a right to call upon, if necessary, to 
defend the peace and dignity of the Commonwealth. If the acts of 
Assembly for the government of the forces of the State are not 
changed tor the better, and another riot like thatot Scranton 
should occur within a year or two, it would be very pleasant for her 
citizens to see the great State of Pennsylvania pleading poverty for 
her parsimony, and calling upon the Governor of New York, or, 
what would be unmeasurably worse, the President of the United 
States for soldiers to suppress it; and yet this is precisely the posi- 
tion that a majority of the law-makers st Harrisburg appear to in- 
tend to place us in. 

How would it do to ask the Logislature—if they won’t pass the 
bill already recommended—to limit the number of the National 
Guard to twenty regiments of infantry, of eight companies each ; 
twenty companies of cavalry and ten batteries of artillery, and fix 
the maximum for a company of infant:y or cavalry at fifty, and of 
artillery at one hundred enlisted men. ‘Then abolish all the divi- 
sions and organize the troops into brigades of two regiments of 
infantry, two companies of cavalry, and one b»ttery of artillery, 
each. it would, perhaps, improve the law now before the House, 
if section 7 was so amended. 

What is the First division doing toward securing the passage of 
the new law? Nothing, we opine! The gentlemea who should at- 
tend to and urge this matter are too much engrossed with their 
many business engagements to devote a few days at Harrisburg to 
look after the vitality of the division. 

If thy bill is defeated we shall demand and insist upon a thorough 
and complete consvlidation! One of the finest divisions of Na- 
tional Guards in the United States has already, in a measure, been 
sacriticed by the indifference and total neglect of its prominent offi- 
cers. The necessary time cannot be given to promote the interests 
and efficiency of the division. Then, gentlemen, forward your re- 
signations and let those who have the ability and willingness be 
called upon to take command, and before it is too late endeavor to 
rescue the division frum the destruction which will inevitably over- 
take and destroy it. 

Plain talk, but the exigencies of the times demand it. Patience 
has ceased to be a virtue, aud the First division has almost ceased 
to exist! 

Connecticut—A Medalsome Prize Drill.—At the annual 
meeting of the Veteran Association of the Hartford City 
Guard (Company F, First Intantry), in January last, it was 
yvuied to procure for presentation to the active company a 
medal to be offered as a prize for excellence in the manual of 
arms and general soldierly bearing. A committee was ap. 
pointed to carry cut the wishes of the Veterans, who pro- 
cured w suitable medal, which was formally presented to the 
company on Monday evening last, after which a competitive 
drill was had at the armory. The company presented 
twenty-two files front, and the drill was witnessed by mem- 
bers of the Veteran Association, past members of the com- 
pany, the field and staff of the First regiment, officers of the 
city. military orgauizations, his Excellency Governor Jewell, 
and other invited guests. The company in the new uniform 
of the First regiment (similar to that of the Ninth New 
York), looked exceedingly well, and received merited ap- 
plause during the execution of the various company move- 
ments. The medal was presented to the active company by 
Colonel George P. Bessel, in behalf of the Veterans. Cap- 
tain John L. White responded briefly, accepting the valuable 
gift, after which he introduced Judge-advocate J. L. Bar- 
bour, of the Actives, who made a speech of acceptance and 
thanks. ‘The competitive drill then commenced, the judges 
comprising Major-General J. R. Hawley, Colonel George S. 
Burnham, late of the Twenty-second Connecticut Infan- 
try, and Captain Charles C. Osborne, of the ‘‘ Governor's 
Guard.” ‘The drill was first by company, then by squad, 
and after a drill of one hour the judges selected seventeen 
competitors from the company, which number was subse- 
quently reduced as the drill progressed to four wembers, 
who excelled all others in general proficiency, The men thus 
honored were Sergeants George F. Whitney and Arthur L. 
Goodrich, Corporal Benjamin F. Garfield, and Private Frank 
R. Olmsted. These men were put to a close test, collec. 
tively and separately, being drilled in the manual, facings, 
and marchings, and a few other details of a soldier. Ser- 
geant Whitney and Corporal Garfield eventually became the 
final contestants, the drill of these men being almost per- 
fect. The honor finally, after another siruggle, fell upon 
the corporal, and to him the medal was presented by Gen- 
eral Hawley, who expressed the difficulty the committee had 
encountered in making the decision where all did so well, 
and complimented the ‘‘Guard’’ warmly for their fine ap- 
pearance. Cheers were then given for the Veterans and 
judges, and for the Governor, the latter of whom made a few 
remarks, complimenting the company, and expressin® his 
pride in the organization and hope for its future prosperity, 
etc. The medal is very handsome, representing a citada’, 
surmounted by a Maltese cross of gold. Each point of the 
cross is set with diamonds, to the number of eight, the 
centre of the cross bearing tie monogram of the company, 
‘H.C. G,” and over that of the Veteran Association, ‘‘ V. 
A.’? These letters are also studded with swall diamcnds, 
The medal is suspended by a ribbon from a pin which has the 
motto of the city of Hartford, ‘“ Post Nubela Phebus,” 
while on the back of the medal is the inscription of presenta. 
tion. There are to be centests for the medal once in three 
mvunaths, according to the conditions in letters of presenta- 
tion, the present winner not to contend for it again for two 

yearr, and to wear it on all parades of the company. Ac- 
companying the medal isa handsomely framed and engraved 
‘*roll of honor,’’ on which the name of each one who wins 
the medal isio be inscribed, with date of his holding it. In 
the centre of this roll, upon a cushion of velvet, the medal 
is to be pinned when the company is not om parade, and 
the roll is to hang inthe parlors of the armory constantly. 
The opportunity this gift of the Veterans gives for winning 
honor, cannot fail to be an additional incentive to the mem- 
bers to strive for perfection in the duties of a citizen sol~ 


dier. 
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CHANGES IN THE NATIONAL GUARD. 


GeneraL Heapquartens State or New Wer 
Apsvrant-GeneKar’s Ovrics, ALBANY, March 1, 1872+ 


Tue following-named officers have been commissioned in 
~- nn Guard State of New Yorkdu mng th ¢onzy of February , 
1872: 


Third Division—Captain John Don, aide-de-cam i 

from June 11, 1671, vieo I. F. Handy, promenade * ans 
First Brigade—Captain Richard. utler, quartermaster, with 
rank from February 14, 1872, vice H. P. Vredenburgh, resigned. 

Second Brigade—Major John H. French, engineer, with rank 
from January 26, 1872, vice John Sattig, resigned; Captain Wm. 
D. Bruns, Jr., ordnance oflicer, with rank from January 26, 1872, 
vice J. F. Smith, promoted; Captain Wm. H. Gunther, Jr., aide- 
de-camp, with rank from January 26, 1872, vice J. H. Iirench, pre- 
moted ; First Lieutenant Burten Drew, aide-de-cump, with rank 
from January 26, 1872, vice W. D. Bruns. Jr., promoted. . 
Thirteenth Brigade— First Lieutenant Worthington dela Grange, 
aide-de-camp, with rank from February 1, 1872, vice C. H. Van 
Allen, promoted. 

Separate Troop of Cavalry, 
second lieutenant, with teed 
cancy. 

Battery A, Battalion of Artillery, Twenty-fifth Brigade—Theo- , 
dore E. Screnton, tirst lieutenant, with rank from February 15, 
1872, vice Th. L. Parnes, resigned. 

Sixth Infantry—Cortland St. John, quartermaster, with rank 
from February 1, 1872, vice G. I. Miller, resigned. . 

Eleventh Infantry—John Graf, captain, with rank from June 30,. 
1871, vice C. F. Baldenecker, resigned ; Wm. Seppenfeld, second 
lieutenant, with rank from June 380, 1871, vice J. Graf, promoted ; 
August Maywald, second lieutenant, with rank from May 16, 1871, 
vice J. Hevgstier, resigned ; John P. Kopf, second lieutenant, with 
rank from February 1, 1871, vice C.F. Baidenecker, promoted. 

Eleventh Infantry—Willi-m Brandis, captain, with rank from 
November 10, 1871, viee G. Stripple, resi ed. . 

Thirteenth Infantry—John Pedroncelli, first lieutenant, with 
rank from February 8, 1572, vice G, W. Nash, resigned. 

‘twenty-second Tnfantry—Charles #. Connor, second lieutenant, 

with rank from Iebruary 2, 1872, view M. RK. Pearsall, resigned. 
_ ‘Twenty-fourth Infantry—James Hennesey, captain, with rank 
from January 9, 1872, vice M. Tinpane, resigned ; Michael Henne- 
sey, first lieutenant, with rank from January 9, 1872, vice James 
Hennesey, promoted ; James Danahy, s2 ‘ond lieutenant, with rank 
from January 9, 1872, vice E. Jaquins, resigned. 

Twenty-fifth Infantry—Captain J. B. Stonehouse Jr., assistant 
won os, = —_—e be ee 26, 1872, vice EK, I’. Rice, failed to 
qualify; John Smith, second lieutenant, wi an 
16, 1872, vice P. H. Roos, deceased. Agee tr psa stenns eed 

‘Tweoty-eighth Lofantry- Anthony F. Hesse, first lieutenant, 
ae from February 6, 1872, vice A, Koerner, removed from 

istrict. 

Forty-seventh Infantry—Willivom J. Powell, captain, with rank 
from February 5, 1872, original; Alonzo Foster, second lieutenant, 
with rank from February 26, 1872, vice J. N. Creamer, promoted ; 
Alvah G. Brown, second lieutenant, with rank from February 26, 
1872, vice William J. Powell, promoted ; William H. Barker, first: 
lieutenant, with rank from February 26, 1872, original; James A- 
Workes, second licutenant,} with rank from February 26, 1872, 
original. 

Forty-eighth Infantry—Edward Gaines, first lieutenant, with 
rank from September 19, 1870, vice H. 8. Chandler, removed from 
district ; Dillon ¥F. Acker, captain, with rank from July 14, 1871, 
orig.nal; George V. Emens, first lieutenant, with rank from Jul 
14, 1871, original; Lemuel P. Storms, second lieutenant, with ran 
from July 14, 1871, original. 

Vifty-first Infantry—John Mourer, captain, with rank from Feb- 
ruary 9, 1872, vice F. Miller, resigned; Valentine Lindenmeyer, 
first lieutenant, with rank from February 9, 1872, vice John Mourer, 
a Jacob Goettel, Jr., second lieutenant, with rank from 

Yebruary 9, 1872, vice Valentine Lindenmeyer, promoted. 

Fifty-tourth Lufantry—Richard H. Wartield, captain, with rank 
from January 30, 1812, vice D. O’Neul, commission vacated ; Dennis 
Kavanagh, first lieutenant, with rank from January 30, 1872, vice 
James Hason, resigned; Michael Englert, first lieutenant, with 
rank from January 13, 1872, vice J. Bauer, resigned; Joseph Faist, 
second lieutenant, with rank from Januarz 13, 1872, vice Michael 
Englert, promoted. 

_ Sixty-fifth Infantry—Charles Rupp, first lieutensnt, with rank 
from November 15, 1571, vice G. Watdo, resigned; Henry Warner, 
second lieutenani, with rank trom November 13, 1571, vice Charles 
Rupy, promoted. . 

Sixty-ninth Infantry— Michael Keegan, adjutant, with rank from 
January 15, 1872, vice F. 'I'. Coggin, resigned; Niel Breslin, second 
lieutenant, with rank from January 17, 1872, vice J. J. Kelly, re- 
signed; John C. Slyman, first lieutenant, with rank from February 
2, 1972, vice W. I. Seymour, resigned; William O’Meagher, sur- 
geon, with rank from November 15, 1871, vice W. 'T. Nealis, re- 
signed; William O'Donnell, assistant surgeon, with rank from 
November 15, 1871, original vacancy. 

Seventy-tirst Infantry—Henr K. White, captain. with rank 
from January 9, 1872, vice Charles W. Swift, resigned; Robert A. 
Stevenson, first lieutenant, with rank from January 16, 1872, vice 
J.'T. Brinckerhoff, resigned. 

Seventy-fourth Infantry—Alfred Lyth, captain, with rank from 
November 10, 1871, vice Joseph Wolf, resigned. 

Eighty-third Lafantry—Theophilus Paige, Jr., first lieutenant, 
with rank from November 25, 1871, vice A. Becker, resigned. 

Kighty-fourth Infantry—Luwrence Beattie, major, with rank 
from January 19, 1872, vice W. Atkinson, resigned; Albert J. 
Colling, first lieutenant, with rank from January 17, 1872, vice J. 
J. Farrell, resigned; Benjamin Bradshaw, secon i lieutenant, with 
rank from from January 17, 1872, vice Albert J. Colling, promoted. 
Johau Cornish, adjutant, with rank from January 19, 1872, vico 
Lawrence Beattie, promoted. 

One Ifundred and Tenth Battalion of Infantry—Hosea H. 
Rockwell, adjutant, with rank from February 12, 1872, vice R. R. 
Soper, resigned ; John H. Shea, captain, with rank from November 
1, 187], origina! ; John B. Costello, first lieutenant, with rank from 
November 1, 1871, original; Patruk Murphy, second licutenant, 
with rank from November 1, 1871, original. 

RESIGNATIONS. 


The following resignations of officers in the National Guard 
State of New York have been accepted during the same period : 
First Brigade—Alfred P. Vredenburgh, Jr., quartermaster, Feb- 
ruary 26, 
Fitth Brigade—J. Lester Keep, surgeon, February 28. 
Nineteenth Battahon of Infantry—George Wallace, second lieu- 
tenant, February 19. ‘ 
One Hundred and Tenth Battalion of Infantry—Royal R. Soper, 
adjutant, February 26. 
Third Infantry—James B. Spicer, captain, February 26. 
Sixth Infantry—Julius R. Adler, captain, February 26. 
Eleveatu Infantry—John Klein, captain, Pebruary 15; Joseph 
Schneider, first lieutenant, February 15; F. Kloppel, second lieu- 
tenant, February 15; Charles Long, first lieutensat, February 16. 
Twelfth Infantry— Richard E. Jones, captain, February 3. 
Twentieth Infantry—M. F. Schoonmaker, major, horns | 2. 
Twenty-first Infantry—George W. Winchell, captain, ‘ebru- 
ary 19. ps 
Twenty-fourth Infantry—Herman Carl, second lieutenant, Feb- 
February 19. 
first lheutenant, Febru- 


First Division—Charles F. Kopf, 
from January 31, 1872, ofiginal va- 


ruary 17; Patrick J. Fitzgera!d, captain, 
Twenty-tifth Infantry—Joho O. Hare, 


Chas. Schulz, second lieutenant, 


ary 6. 
Twenty-eighth Infantry—C. 
ruary 263. utenant, February 25; Joseph 


February 26; John — a4 lie 
Altenb 1, captain, February 26. 

‘ erent ber Intuntry—George E. Orton, lieutenant-colonel. 
February 8. 

‘Fort y-cighth Infantry—Edward Monen, first lieutenant, Febru- 
ary 19. 

"Sixty- fifth Infantry—George Schmahl, second lieutenant, Feb- 
ruary 6. 

Soventy-first Infantry—John H. Youmans, captain, February 3 
Gerard Betts, Jr., captain, Febary 16. ? 
Sevevty-fourth Infantry—Joun C. Dolan, second lieutenant 
February 3. 

Ninety-sixth Infantry—J. D. Krehbiel, colonel, February 29. 





ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 
Geo. Epwarps.—The question of changing the law maki 
term of service of a member of the National Guard of New 
State five instead of seven years was at one time agi’ 





the 
ork 


law has neyer been altered, the service therefore is seveu years. 
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Tue Assembly Committee on the Defence of Paris 
have submitted a report condemning the present system 
of fortifications around the city, and the government has 
resolved to fortify the points occupied by the German 
troops during the siege of the capital. 

Tne British navy now contains 37 iron and 15 wooden 
iron-clads with 3 “ turret ships ” on the stocks. Besides 
these there are 295 screw and 63 paddle unarmored 
steamships, and 20 others from which the machinery has 
been removed. Grand total, 403 vessels of which 28 are 
unfinished. 

Tue Assembly Committee on Capitulations, which 
have been investigating the conduct during the late war 
of Marshal Bazaine, and particularly into the circum- 
stances of his surrender of the fortifications of Metz, have 
finished their labors. The committee submit a report to 
the Assembly recommending that the Marshal be tried 
by court-martial. 


Tue Lords of the British Admiralty have received a 
telegram report from the naval authorities at Valetta, 
Malta, which announces that the iron-plated war ship 
Lord Clyde, which was ashore on a reef near the island 
of Pantellaria, has been floated off. The vessel sus- 
tained some damage and will go into dock at Valetta for 
repairs. 

A NEw professional magazine is about to be estab- 
lished in England by Mr. E. J. Reed, under the title of 
Naval Science. It will be published quarterly, and will 
be under the joint editorship of himself and Dr. Woolley, 
the director of education to the Admiralty, and a well- 
known authority on naval matters. The first number 
will appear on the Ist of April next. . 

Tur Berlin correspondent of the Times says that 
specimens of the new rifle devised for the German army 
will be shortly distributed among the various regiments 
to test their powers more completely. The expense of 
equipping the troops with the new weapon, and manu- 
facturing the necessary supply in reserve, is calculated 
at nearly 50,000,000 thalers. It will be defrayed out of 
the war indemnity. 

Tue British army, under the new arrangements, will 
be composed of 467,000 men, of whom 146,500 will be li- 
able for service abroad. The distribution of the force will 
be as follows: 


Rewelas AsMForcscccccsccccsccccccvccccececccccccvccsocesses 133,642 
WAI cc ccccccsccceccccccvecccceccccecccccs Corcccvccccccoce 189,000 
First-class Army reseTve..........eeceececccecctecesenceecs 7,000 
Militia reserve..........-.+++ POSCosernccoscccesetsuseoseccoe 28, 300 
Second-class ArMY Teserve......-...scccreccccccvecctocesens 25,400 
VOlUNtCOrS.. 6. - eee eecreeerceccencceweceeerenees teerreeeeees 133,000 


Tur Hngineer says that the engines in the British 
ironclad ships break down so frequently that their in- 
cessant failure begins to cause much uneasiness among 
engineers. The principal casualties to which the naval 
engines are liable, are almost unknown in the mercan- 
tile marine. They consist in the splitting of cylinders 
and condensers, and they recur with the most alarming 
pertinacity. The crank and screw shafts of the iron- 
clads last very well, as they are well made and do so 
little continuous work that the metal does not become 
fatigued. It remains to be seen why the rest of their 
machinery is not equally permanent. Our contempo- 
rary considers that the principal cause of the splitting of 
cylinders—to say nothing of certain other casualties of 
far less importance—lies in the horizontal position of the 
engines, and thinks that in ironclads it is unnecessary 
to adopt the horizontal type. 


Two bronze rifled muzzle-loading 9-pounder field 
guns with carriages and limbers complete, but with no 
internal equipments, have been purehased in England 
by the Baron de Grancey, on behalf of the French Gov- 
ernment, with a view of their ultimately adopting the 
British system of rifling. 700 filled cannon shell and 
650.empty of the same description, together with 3,300 
lbs. of powder, and 1,350 empty flannel cartridge cases, 
have been issued with the guns. It will be remembered 
that the Cuvier took over to France two rifled muzzle- 
loading steel and iron field guns in November last of the 
latest approved pattern, one as a present, the other upon 
payment. The Prussian Government likewise received 
from usin the spring of last year one of the bronze 
guns. 

Ir figures often lie, says the Boston Globe, they as 
of ten reveal awkward truths. Take, for instance, the 
conclusicns forced upon us by the accounts furnished by 
the German Feldpost of the number of money letters 
transmitted to and from the German army in France 
during the period embraced between July 16th and 
December 31st, 1870. The sums forwarded to the Ger- 
man soldiers by their familios are stated to have amount- 
ed to 13,940,000f., whilst the amount sent back by the 
soldiers to their relations and friends reached the enor- 
mous sum of 34,981,000f., or about thirty-five millions in 
round figures! The Germans are excellent fathers and 
husbands, no doubt, but it may be safely asserted that 
not a twentieth part of this sum represented the savings 
of the soldiers in the field. As to where the remainder 
came from we have the pillaged chateaux and farm- 
houses of France to answer. 

A FRENCH paper, alluding to the rapidity with which 
news travels now-a-days, says that the other evening 
intelligence was received in Paris that the wife of a 
French diplomat had been brought to bed that morning 
of ason at Shanghai! To think, adds_ this paper, that 
it was three months before Paris learned that St. Louis 

liad fallen under the walls of Turin, and that the ac- 
counts of the battle of Fontenoy, gained by Marshal 
Saxe (or by the Irish Brigade) in 1745, were not pub- 
lished in the capital till eight days after the engagement, 
though the scene of action was only seventy leagues 
from Paris. The news of Austerlitz, fought on De- 
cember 2, 1805, only reached the Tuileries on the 
16th of the same month, and Algiers had been captured 
a fortnight in 1830 before Louis Philippe heard of it. 
‘The writer might have added that news vf some of the 
French disasters was much longer on the road. The news 
of the Trafalgar affair, for instance, travelled so leisurely 
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that France knew nothing of the affair for months—that 
is to say, the public. However, in the case of Waterloo 
the disaster, by some curious means never explained, 
appears to have been known in Paris almost as soon as 
the Emperor galloped off the field. 


COMMANDER Boyle, the late commandant of H. M. 
ship Agincourt, is about to furnish a technical expiana- 
tion of the mechanical powers applied to get that vessel 
off the Pearl Rock, in the form of 4 paper to be read be- 
fore the Junior Naval Professional Association at Ports- 
mouth, upon “ The Agincourt on and off Pearl Rock.” 
The following are some of the points which will be dis- 
cussed: The great strength and solidity of our ironclads; 
the want of more complete fittings for using anchors 
astern; the insufficient strength of hempen cables; the 
advantages of a more extended and practical training in 
diving, both as regards officers and men; the power of 
the steam - ping gear in large ships, and the arrange- 
ment which would ensure the ship being readily freed 
even when largely heeled, or inclined; the more ex- 
tended application to pawls and brakes to steam cap- 
stans; what increased, practicable means of lightening 
heavy ironclads can be devised. 


THE Vienna Tagespresse gives the following account 
of the present state of the Austrian navy. Including 
vessels now building, the marine force comprises forty- 
eight ships, with a collective tonnage of 98,460, 16,016 
horse-power, and 434 guns, There are four iron-plated 
casemate vessels, two river monitors, three sorew frig- 
ates, five screw corvettes, ten screw gun-boats, seven 
paddle advice boats, four transports, one torpedo vessel, 
two yachts, four training vessels, one barrack ship, two 
practice biigs, one floating workshop, two transport 
schooners, and four small unarmed steamers. The per- 
sonnel comprises 399 officers on active service, 48 officers 
on land service, 8 clergymen, 62 surgeons, 62 engineers, 
14 theoretical teachers, 5 hydrographic officials, 7 audit- 
ors (judicial officers), and 279 warrant officers, altogether 
944, besides the sailors and marines, whose number is 
not given. The Zagespresse complains that for some 
years the partiality for the navy, which was formerly 
visible among the educated classes, has entirely disap- 
peared, and that old officers are leaving the service to an 
alarming extent. Only 22 percent. of the personnel of 
1854 has remained on service, the remainder being all 
new men. 


A QUEER disjute among lawyera is mentioned ina 
letter to the Broad Arrow: “In the amended rules of 
Sir John Hay, the term used is ‘ underweigh,’ the view 
that is taken being that when a vessel is heaving up her 
anchor she is getting underweigh, and thet immediately 
the anchor has left the ground she is underweigh (that 
is, under the weight of her anchor), whether she is mov- 
ing through the water or not. In the rules of 1862 the 
term used is ‘ underway,’ and sometime ago at one of the 
outports, the time of the court was occapied the whole day 
in discussing what was the meaning of the legislature 
in using the word underway, evidence having been led to 
prove that the vessel was not underway—that is, that 
she was not moving thruugh the water. Lawyers, in 
discussing the question with me, maintain that two ves- 
sels motionless in a calm on the line are neither of them 
underway. Two admirals have maintained to me that 
underway is the proper expression, and one of the daily 
journals, in copying the amended rales, has altered 
underweigh into underway. It will be seen from 
the above that underweigh covers both motion and qui- 
escence, while underway covers only motion.” To which 
Broad Arrow says: “ This is an instance of many cases 
where sense is deserted for sound. Underway is pure 
nonsense, though the sound of the word way has suc- 
ceeded in getting some ‘ way’ upon the word itself.” 








THE SHELL POWER OF GUNS. 
(From the London Naval and Military Gazette.) 


ABLE artillery officers are dissatisfied with the pre- 
sent system of rifling, because the endurance of the guns 
is seriously affected by it, whilst the failure to secure 
rotation has necessitated a most serious sacrifice of shell 
power, without giving perfect rotary motion to the 
mutilated projectiles. It is natural that these vonsider- 
ations should weigh heaviest on the minds of the able 
officers connected with the manufacturing departments. 
When the talented and gallant artillery officer who so 
ably superintends the gun factories has exhausted tke’! 
ingenuity of all, both outside and in his department, to 
produce the most magnificent guns in the world, it can- 
not but be most trying to find that their endurance de- 
creases rapidly as their size increases. The Director of 
Artillery is obliged to order that the 18-ton gun shall 
only be fired 500 rounds, of which only 250 are to be 
battering charges, before it is carefully inspected by a 
profession examiner, who is to take an impression of the 
injuries inflicted upon it by its own charge and pro- 
jectiles. The same authority directs that in the case of 
the 25-ton gun this shall be done after half that number 
@f rounds are fired, of which only 100 may be battering 
charges. No rule has yet been laid down as to the 35- 
ton gun, which, should the same ratio of decrease ob- 
tain, would not be capable of firing much more than 100 
rounds, of which about 40 might be battering charges. 
As a matter of fact, the “incipient crack” occurred 
when 68 rounds only had been fired. 

The endurance of the projectiles is no less serious a 
matter, which has baffled all the ingenuity of the Royal 
Laboratory Department. The rule is that all the pro- 
jevtiles from a given gun should be of the same weight; 
but it is found that as guns increase in size the effect of 
rotation is so increased by the length and weight of the 
projectile, that great strain is thrown upon the single 
ring of studs which receive the whole concentrated 
effort. This strain is conveyed by the ring of studs to 
the shell through the circular perforations, three-tenths 
of an inch deep, which encircle the shell. This, the 
weakest point in the w: receives the whole effort of 
rotation, resulting in the permanent compression of the 
walls, and often in the breaking up of the shells. More- 
over, the long shell reating in the bore upon two studs, 





under its centre of gravity, has, on firing, its base struck 
violently down on the bottom groove by the escaping 
gas, the fore part of the shell striking at the same time 
against the upper part of the bore. A wabbling zigz 
motion is thus set up in the gun, which is testified to b 
the dents and abrasions in the bore, and by the inter- 
mittent puffing noise in the flight. The strain of 
rotating 400 lbs., 600 lbs, or 700 Ibs., thrown upon a 
ring of points is much enhanced when a large interior 
cavity increases the length ; and it was found impossible 
to rotate, by these means, shells of that weight having 
the maximum powder capacity. In order to reduce the 
length, it was necessary to decrease the size of the inte- 
rior cavity, and in some cases also to reduce the weight 
to be rotated. Hence we have a 12-in. shell to be fired 
from the 35-ton gun with only 20 1-2 lbs. of powder 
capacity, whilst the original 12-in. shell for the 25-ton 
gun contained 45 1-2 lbs. Again, the original 11-in. 
shell of 530 lbs. weight, contained 40 lbs. of powder; 
but as it turned over and over in its flight, it became 
necessary to shorten it ten inches, and to reduce its 
weight 128 lbs. and its bursting charge 15.8 lbs. The 
efficiency of the 25-ton gun is therefore permanentl 
crippled to that extent in its shell power. In the 
lbs. shell for the 18-ton gun, the difficulty was as to the 
concentration of rotary effort on the circular perfor- 
ations in its walls, causing the shell to break up in the 
bore. This has been partially remedied by thickening 
the walls, shortening the shell, and reducing its powder 
capacity by 5 3-4 lbs. The same difficulty obtained 
with the double-shell for the new 9-pounder field guns, 
which had also to be shortened and reduced in power, 
No wonder that unbiased artillery officers,in the pres- 
ence of such facts, are looking round for a system of 
rifling which will give more endurance to the guns, and 
enable the full weight of shell to be rotated with the 
maximum powder capacity. When such officers com- 
pare the mutilated shells and worn-out guns, with other 
systems of which official experience has been had, is it 
any wonder that. in the words of Colonel Campbell, 
Royal Artillery. ‘efore the War Office Council, they 
should say, “A becter system of rifling might be found ?” 
Unfortunately the French system, which has led us in- 
to all these difficulties, was re-named, in 1865, the 
“Woolwich ” system, and the new name has thrown an 
unreal halo around it, as if it represented the concen- 
trated wisdom of the manufacturing departments at the 
Royal Arsenal, instead of being regarded by them as a 
powerful foe which all their concentrated efforts have 
not been able to keep in check, much leas to overcome. 
The Royal Laboratory has vainly endeavored to propi- 
tiase this French enemy, by giving up more than one- 
half the bursting charge in the 12-in. shell, and two-tifths 
that of the 1l-in. shell, and smaller proportions in 
others. Complaints are made that the mutilated shells 
still wabble and hammer in the gun, and are regular 
“ puffers” in their flight, owing to the failure of the 
French system to secure rotation. Artillerymen are 
anxious for it to be known that they are not responsible 
for the miscalled “ Woolwich” rifling, and that it 
should be known by its original French name. The 
Royal Artillery ought to have no wish to be identified 
with an utter failure. Can the manufacturing depart- 
meut be benefited by having the name of Woolwich 
associated with a foreign system of rifling, which will 
not bear comparison with the long iron and steel bear- 
ing systems which have been tested at Shoeburyness, the 
performances of which have been officially recorded ? 
Let the system then be stripped of its false name, and 
stand or fall by its own merits; and we have no doubt 
that the shell power of our magnificent guns will not 
long be sacrificed to a system of rifling as opposed to 
common sense as it is to all experience. 








THE Travellers Accident Insurance Company, of Hart- 
ford, issued 31,797 general accident policies last year, 
making a gain in net premiums ove r the previous year, 
of nearly $100,000. Up to Jan. 1 it had written a total 
of 234,554 accident policies, and paid 14,248 claims of 
policy-holders, for death or injury by accident, averaging 
nearly seven hundred dollars a day for the whole time 
the company has been in business. 





DIED. 
Morpeocar.—In Washington, D. C.,on Thursday, February 22, 
of pneumonia, MarGcareT Batpwiy, youngest child of Captain 
Alfred and Sally 8. Mordecai, aged 14 months, 














66 I INDEN HALL.” 
Founded 1794. 
MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. Eugexe A. Frouavrr, Principal. 

Litiz, Lancaster county, Pennsyivan'a. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not only for a thorough 
English education, but, also, for instruction in Music, both vocal 
and instrumental, French, German, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of tive thousand young ladies have been educated at this 
seminary (with but one exceptiea the oldest in America) since its 

foundation, more than a quarter of a century ago. 
In writing for Terms a favor will be conferred in mentioning that 

you saw this in the Anmy anp Navy JourNaL. 


OCK WOOD, Photographer, 

‘ No. 845 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 

STEREOPTICON SLIDES.—Views of Eayprr, Srxar and the 
Hoty Lanp, also scenes of historical and local interest adapted for 
use in Sunday-schools with the stereopticon. ‘Lhe Key. Dr. Rob- 
inson says: 
“Your views are admirable ; it is a comfort to find photographs 
instead of paintings, showing the scenes and not caricaturing 
them. Your Roberts series surpass anything ever in this market.” 


—C. 8. Robinson. 
Send for catalogue. GEO. G. ROCK WOOD, 845 Broapway. 


ONDON ORDNANCE WORKS, 
BEAR LANE, SOUTHWARK 81'., LONDON, 8. E., 
ENGLAND. 


s 
J. VAVASSEUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Muzzle and Breech-Loadiug Cast-Steel Guns, of 
Wrought-lron Carriages for Sea and Land Service, of all kinds of 
Projectiles, Fuses, and Ordnance Stores, of Electric and Percussion 
Torpedoes, and of Harvey’s Sea Torpedoes. 


JUNLOR FIRST LIEUTENANT OF INFANTRY 
desires to transfer to Artillery. Address KANSAS, 
AsMx AND Navx JousNaa, 
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